LEWIS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Michael Mahoney, Chairman

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To: Lewis County Board of County Commissioners
From: Lewis County Planning Commission
Date: May 10, 2016

Subject: Transmittal to the BOCC: Findings and Conclusions regarding Draft Revisions to Lewis
County Shoreline Master Program

Dear Commissioners:

The purpose of this report is to transmit the draft revisions to the Lewis County Shoreline
Master Program (SMP) to the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) for board
consideration.

General findings of fact:

1. Asrequired by the State Shoreline Management Act (SMA) (RCW 90.58), local governments
are required to prepare and adopt an SMP based on the State’s SMP Guidelines.

2. Four separate documents are required as part of the SMP update package (a Shoreline
Inventory and Characterization Report, a SMP regulatory document, a Shoreline Cumulative
Impacts Analysis and a Shoreline Restoration Plan), but only one of the documents requires a
public hearing before the Lewis County Planning Commission and BOCC (the SMP regulatory
document).

3. Lewis County originally adopted the regulatory portion of its SMP in 1977, and made minor
changes to the document in 1998, but has not modified the document since that time.

4. Over the past forty years, a number of factors affecting the county’s shoreline conditions and
regulatory environment have changed.

5. The draft SMP includes revised policies, environmental designations, and regulations that are
intended to reflect these changing environmental conditions and bring the SMP into
compliance with current local, state and federal standards for shorelines.

6. To receive feedback about the draft regulations, an early and continuous public participation

process, including a Citizen’s Advisory Committee, Planning Commission meetings, community
meetings, and outreach to citizen groups and governmental agencies, was utilized.
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7. A notice of the proposed changes was submitted to the Washington State Department of
Commerce on April 21, 2016.

8. The Planning Commission held a duly noticed Public Hearing on the proposed SMP update at
its meeting of May 10, 2016.

9. The Planning Commission deliberated the proposed revisions following the Public Hearing
and voted to recommend that the BOCC approve of the proposal as written.

Conclusions

Based on the above findings and conclusions, the Planning Commission recommends that the
Lewis County BOCC review the proposed SMP update package (including the Shoreline
Inventory and Characterization Report, SMP regulatory document, Shoreline Cumulative
Impacts Analysis and Shoreline Restoration Plan) and forward the documents to the
Department of Ecology for their review and ultimate approval.

Being duly authorized to transmit the recommendations on behalf of the Lewis County Planning
Commission, | hereby respe the Lewis County Board of County
Commissioners.

Submitted by

Date /iz/},//séx/ //d ‘ ;ﬂyé
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