BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
IN THE MATTER OF:




)
Forming the Rules of Business for the Utility

)

Review Committee According to



)   RESOLUTION NO 16-_____
Lewis County Code Title 13



)
WHEREAS, RCW 36.94.020 states the construction, operation and maintenance of a system of sewerage and water is a county purpose; and 

WHEREAS, Lewis County Code (LCC) Title 13 was developed to execute this county purpose per RCW 36.94 for county-owned sewerage and water systems; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 36.94.050 prior to any adoption or amendment of a county public sewerage or water system plan, the county legislative authority shall submit the plan to a review committee; and  

WHEREAS, LCC 13.20.030 established a utility review committee (URC) consistent with RCW 36.94.050; and 
WHEREAS, Resolution 10-194 selected a URC for the Vader Water System in preparation of receivership of the water utility by the Washington State Superior Court; and 
WHEREAS, the committee members appointed in Resolution 10-194 are unable to serve in their appointed capacity; and 
WHEREAS, there is a need to further define the composition, rules and order of business of a URC for county-owned sewerage or water utility systems; and 
WHEREAS, the rules for the URC were developed to be consistent with RCW 36.94.050 through 36.94.110; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) and the Administrator as defined in LCC Title 13 have reviewed the rules in Attachment A, Rules of Business for the Lewis County URC, to facilitate the review process of new and amended sewer and water system plans by the URC.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the BOCC has approved and authorized the Director of Public Works, who is the Administrator of LCC Title 13, to implement the rules in Attachment A and chair the URC for review of any new or amended county public sewerage or water system plan under LCC Title 13. 
DONE IN OPEN SESSION this 22nd day of February 2016. 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Jonathan L. Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney

LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

________________________________

                                                                  
By: Civil Deputy




P.W. Schulte, Chair







________________________________

ATTEST:





Gary Stamper, Vice-Chair
________________________________

________________________________

Karri Muir, CMC, Clerk of the Lewis County
Edna J. Fund, Commissioner
Board of County Commissioners

Resolution No. 16-____

EXHIBIT A – Rules of Business for the Lewis County Utility Review Committee 
RULES OF BUSINESS

For the

LEWIS COUNTY UTILITY REVIEW COMMITTEE (URC)


PURPOSE

RCW 36.94.020 states the construction, operation and maintenance of a system of sewerage and water is a county purpose.  Lewis County Code (LCC) Title 13 was developed to execute this county purpose for county owned sewerage and water systems. 

Prior to any establishment, acquisition or construction of a public sewerage or water system, the adoption of a new, amended or revised sewerage or water general plan for that utility service area is required.  This requirement is outlined in RCW 36.94, State Department of Health regulations (WAC 246-290) and State Department of Ecology regulations.   

Section 13.20.030 LCC established a Utility Review Committee (URC) consistent with RCW 36.94.  The intent of this section is that each URC will be established by plan area as the need arises to review sewerage and water system plans.  These plans are vital to the utility systems as it provides a comprehensive summary of their operations and future planning needs.  It also is a main eligibility requirement of any public funding application. 

These plans are required to be updated every six years, or amended during the six-year period when there are significant issues with the sewerage or utility systems.  Due to the infrequent and timely need for BOCC approval of such plans, this document was prepared to provide guidance for county administrators, managers and BOCC when the need arises.

These rules apply for county owned sewerage or water utility systems.  Approval of sewerage and water plans for cities and towns should refer to RCW Title 35, sanitary districts should refer to RCW Title 56 and water-sewer districts should refer to RCW Title 57.  

SELECTION OF URC

The URC for the plan area shall be made up of a minimum of three members comprised from the following list:

· Administrator of LCC Title 13 or designee*;
· Lewis County BOCC commissioner representing the plan area or designee*;
· Representative of each city with a population of ten thousand or more within or adjoining the plan area, or if there are no such cities within the plan area, then one representative of the city with the largest population within the plan area; 
· Representative chosen at large by a majority vote of the executive officers of the other cities or towns within or adjoining the plan area; 

· Representative(s) of other municipal corporations and private utilities serving one thousand or more sewer or water customers within the service area;
· Representative chosen at large by the BOCC of the remaining municipal corporations within the plan area; and

· Representative of a metropolitan municipal corporation operating a sewerage or water system in the plan area. 
Members denoted with an asterisk (*) are required representatives.   
CHAIR OF URC

The chair of the URC (Chair) shall be appointed in the order of the following list:

· Administrator of LCC Title 13 or designee; 

· Director of Public Works or designee; or
· Qualified county manager by the chair of the BOCC by resolution. 
The Chair shall administer and conduct review of any new or amended plans for county owned utilities in a thorough, professionally efficient manner.  If needed, the Chair may request the presence of the author(s) or members of the plan development team to attend the URC meetings for clarification purposes.  Compensation for their presence will be the responsibility of the county owned utility.   

REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
Written requests for review and approval of new or amended plans for county owned utilities shall be made or forwarded to the Chair.  The requesting utility must provide an electronic copy and up to five paper copies (double-sided is preferred) to the Chair. The Chair also can request other formats and quantities within reason of the new or amended plans for URC review purposes. 
The Chair will identify and solicit in writing for URC members using the representation outlined in “Selection of URC”.  Requests should be made in writing by the Chair and written confirmations must be received from the executive officers or designee of such authority.  Letters and email are acceptable forms of written correspondence. Confirmation within 30 days is preferred. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF URC

The Chair will prepare a list of the names and capacities of the URC members to the BOCC to establish the URC, and for the time and manner of its proceedings which shall be a public record. The Chair will prepare a resolution to establish the URC.  Information about the URC meeting time and place shall be posted in the LC BOCC calendar or other approved public notification venues. 
SECRETARY OF URC

The secretary of the URC (Secretary) shall be elected from the URC members at the first meeting. The Secretary shall, preferably, not be the Chair unless circumstances such as participation and resource availabilities make the Chair the logical choice.  
The Secretary shall note the start and end times for the meeting and as called by the Chair for time actually devoted to the work of the URC in reviewing any proposed sewerage and water general plan.  

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

A majority of all the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

COMPENSATION

Each member of the URC shall be compensated from the county current expense fund at the rate of $25.00 per day when the meeting meets later than 5:00 PM and the duration of the meeting is longer than one hour.  For example, the meeting starts at 4:00 PM and ends at 5:45 PM.  There is no compensation.  A meeting that starts at 5:00 PM and ends at 6:00 PM or later would make members eligible for compensation.  

The duration of the meeting shall be called by the Chair based on the start and end times for time actually devoted to the work of the URC in reviewing any proposed sewerage and water general plan.  

Payment shall be reimbursed to the county expense fund from the sewerage or water system that has requested review of their proposed general plan.  

REPORT BY URC

The URC shall review the sewer or water plan, or amendments.  The URC shall summarize within ninety days their approval or any suggested amendments, deletions or additions in writing; and the URC Chair shall present this report to the BOCC within fourteen days.  The BOCC shall consider and review the URC report and may adopt any suggested recommendations.  If the URC fails to report within the ninety days, the plan or amendments shall be deemed approved.  

DISSOLUTION OF URC

If the BOCC rejects the sewerage or water general plan for that service area, then the URC is deemed to be dissolved.  The URC will be disbanded upon adoption of the sewerage or water general plan by the BOCC, or upon written notice by the BOCC.  

The URC may continue in existence or be resurrected to review any amendments to the general plan.  After adoption of the sewerage or water general plan, applicable entities as defined in RCW 36.94.110 may petition for amendments to the plan.  The BOCC may after consideration of the amendment request the URC to review the proposed amendment(s). 

GOVERNING REGULATIONS


RCW 36.94.050 to 36.94.110


Lewis County Code (LCC) Title 13, Section 13.20.030
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