BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS





OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

IN THE MATTER OF:





)
A hearing to consider a proposed franchise extension
)

to Puget Sound Energy for construction, operation

)
RESOLUTION No. 16-_______
and maintenance of water lines for the Jackson Prairie
)

Gas Storage Project



)
WHEREAS, RCW 36.55 authorizes the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to grant franchises to use the right of way of county roads for utilities, and Lewis County Code Chapters 5 & 12 provide for the regulation of use of county rights of way for utilities located in or using county rights of way; and 

WHEREAS, Puget Sound Energy (PSE) has applied for a new franchise to replace their existing  franchise granted in 1965, however, both the County and PSE require additional time beyond the termination date of the 1965 franchise agreement and previous extensions granted to negotiate the terms of a new franchise; and 

WHEREAS, to be compliant with RCW 36.55 and Lewis County Code Chapters 5 & 12, the parties propose to extend the terms of said franchise agreement in its current format during this time of negotiation; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 16-005, passed by the BOCC on January 4, 2016, set January 25, 2016, as the date for hearing on a franchise extension requested by PSE; and
WHEREAS, notifications required by RCW 36.55.040 have been made since that time; and 
WHEREAS, PSE has signed an agreement to extend the franchise terms; and 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best public interest to sign and accept this franchise extension agreement, extending the franchise through March 31, 2016.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the franchise extension agreement executed by PSE extending the franchise through March 31, 2016, is hereby approved and the BOCC is authorized to sign the agreement.

 DONE IN OPEN SESSION this  25th  day of January 2016.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Jonathan L. Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

 ______________________________
_________________________________

 By:
Glenn Carter
P.W. Schulte, Chair


Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

 
_________________________________ 

ATTEST:   
Gary Stamper, Vice Chair

_______________________________
_________________________________

Karri Muir, CMC, Clerk of the Lewis
Edna J. Fund, Commissioner

County Board of County Commissioners
