MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)
BETWEEN LEWIS COUNTY AND LEWIS COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS
FOR .09 “DISTRESSED COUNTIES” FUNDING
FOR THE MIDDLE FORK WATER SYSTEM PLAN

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into by Lewis
County and Lewis County Public Works as to the conditions for acceptance of monies by the
Lewis County Public Works from the “Distressed Counties Fund” pursuant to RCW
82.14.370.

I. PURPOSE

RCW 82.14.370 authorizes the availability of a sales and use tax to be used to finance
public facilities serving economic development purposes in rural counties. The name of this
project shall be “Middle Fork Water System Plan update” and shall be funded in the amount
of a grant for $240,000.

II. ELIGIBILITY

The public facility must be listed as an item in the officially adopted Lewis County
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and must meet other requirements
as set forth by County resolution, adopted policy, and growth management planning. Monies
collected shall only be used to finance public facilities serving economic development
purposes in rural counties.

ITI. APPLICANT’S RESPONSIBILITIES

Upon approval of application by the Lewis County Commissioners, applicant agrees

that:

1. The project must be in progress within 365 days of the date of this agreement or
grant funds shall revert back to the Lewis County “Distressed Counties Fund.” For
purposes of being “in progress,” the project must have proceeded beyond the initial
planning stage and into the implementation stages of the project. Lewis County
Public Works shall promptly notify Lewis County in writing of any actual or
anticipated event that is delaying or could delay achievement of any milestone or
performance of any critical path activity of the project. A copy of this report shall
also be placed in the file of the Economic Development Public Facilities Advisory
Committee.

2. The Applicant must provide semi-annual progress report to the Lewis County
Board of County Commissioners in order to ensure satisfactory completion of the
project and proper expenditure of grant monies. The scope of project work is
contained in the .09 application dated July 23, 2025, and is hereby incorporated by
reference into this agreement. Failure to provide progress reports or sufficient
information may result in reversion to the “Distressed Counties Fund” of all or part
of the funding balance. At such times as the Lewis County Board of County
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Commissioners deems necessary for reasonable cause, the applicant shall permit
the County to inspect and audit all pertinent books and records of the applicant or
other persons or entities that have performed work in connection with or related to
this funding. The audit may take place up to three (3) years after completion of the
project. The books and records are to be made available at reasonable times at such
reasonable location as County selects. At Lewis County’s request, the applicant
shall supply County with, or shall permit County to make a copy of, any books and
records and any portion thereof.

3. Applicant has requested these County funds in order to initiate a comprehensive
update of the Middle Fork Water System Plan (WSP) to comply with Washington
State Department of Health (DOH) planning requirements. Failure to comply with
the intent of this section may result in reversion to the “Distressed Counties Fund”
of all or part of the funding balance. Funding to complete the full project as
presented in the application must be confirmed and available prior to release of
these grant funds. Failure to comply with this section may result in reversion to the
“Distressed Counties Fund” of all or part of the funding balance.

4. Applicant shall provide documented evidence of expenditures of all funds for this
project at the semi-annual updates denoted in item #2 (or within 60 [sixty] days of
project completion) to both the Rural Economic Development Public Facilities
Advisory Committee and the County. Funds spent under this program must be for
the purpose of financing public facilities or supporting related economic
development projects, as defined under RCW 82.14.370 and AGO 2002, No.1.
Failure to comply with this section may result in reversion to the “Distressed
Counties Fund” of all or part of the funding balance.

5. Billings and invoices together with audit-sufficient supporting documentation shall
be remitted to the County for payment not more than one time each month. Within
30 (thirty) days of receiving a reimbursement claims voucher that meets the
requirements of this Agreement and applicable law, the Clerk of the Board, on
behalf of the County, shall remit to the organization a warrant for the approved
reimbursement amount. The applicant will be responsible to the County for the
timely sharing and/or exchange of any or all documentation related to the project
as well as accounting and record retention responsibilities for the project.

6. The applicant shall comply with and give notices required by all federal, state, and
local laws, ordinances, rules, regulations and lawful order of public authorities
applicable to performance of the project. Lewis County reserves the right to
terminate this Agreement and demand reversion of “Distressed Counties Fund”
monies at any time during the undertaking of said project if it is discovered that
said project is in violation of any local, state or federal laws.
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Dated this 21st day of October 2025.

APPROVED AS TO FORM
Prosecuting Attorney Jonathan Meyer

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

By: David Bailey, Chief Civil DPA

ATTEST

Scott J. Brummer, Chair

Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Vice Chair

Rieva Lester, Clerk of the Board
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Sean D. Swope, Commissioner

Grantee: Lewis County Public Works

By:

Title:

For:

Date:
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