


BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

	Authorize the County Manager to enter into an interlocal agreement with the City of Chehalis for the City to annex territory within the City of Chehalis urban growth area
	)
)
)
	ORDINANCE 1368



WHEREAS, Lewis County designated an urban growth area for the City of Chehalis as required by the Growth Management Act (GMA) pursuant to RCW 36.70A; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.110(7) states, “An urban growth area designated in accordance with this section may include within its boundaries...potential annexation areas designated for specific cities and towns in the county”; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chehalis is a non-charter code city incorporated under the Optional Municipal Code, pursuant to RCW 35A, and has authority under RCW 35A.14 to annex property within its urban growth area; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chehalis desires to annex the designated Chehalis Annexation Area (hereinafter referred to as “CAA”) as shown in Exhibit A, Interlocal Agreement, utilizing the annexation method provided in RCW 35A.14.472; and

WHEREAS, RCW 35A.14.472 allows the City of Chehalis and Lewis County to enter into an Interlocal Agreement to annex the CAA, Exhibit A, and this Agreement does not create or authorize the creation of a separate legal or administrative entity but instead is an agreement for joint or cooperative action; and 

[bookmark: _Hlk199343018]WHEREAS, the Chehalis City Council passed Resolution 04-2025 on April 28, 2025, directing City staff to negotiate an Interlocal Agreement with Lewis County for the Annexation subject to this; and

WHEREAS, the Lewis County Board of Commissioners passed Resolution 25-233 on August 26, 2025, directing County staff to negotiate an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Chehalis for the Annexation subject to this; and

WHEREAS, the Annexation is exempt from compliance with the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act pursuant to RCW 43.21C.222; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chehalis and Lewis County published a notice of public hearing on September 18, 2025, in the legal newspaper of record, as required by RCW 35A.14.472 (1); and

WHEREAS, both jurisdictions have provided for broad public dissemination of materials and information pertaining to the annexation through publication on each jurisdiction’s website and as hard copy by request; and

WHEREAS, after effective notice was given, a joint public hearing was held by each legislative body on October 20, 2025 concerning the adoption of the Interlocal Agreement, Exhibit A, as required by RCW 35A.14.472 (1) with the opportunity for written public comments and consideration and response to public comments; and

WHEREAS, The City of Chehalis finds that the annexation will result in a balance of commercial, industrial, and residential properties, as required by RCW 35A.14.472 (3)(a); and

WHEREAS, The City of Chehalis and Lewis County have coordinated the transfer and maintenance of infrastructure in the CAA, as required by RCW 35A.14.472 (3)(b); and

WHEREAS the City of Chehalis and Lewis County have evaluated the potential for revenue sharing agreements as required by RCW 35A.14.472 (3)(c); and 

WHEREAS, the Lewis County and the City of Chehalis have an existing interlocal agreement for co-management of the urban growth area, as shown in Exhibit D, which should be extended through March 31, 2026 or until such time as the annexation become effective.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that  the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners finds the Interlocal Agreement, Exhibit A, is consistent with the Lewis County Comprehensive Plan and Countywide Planning Policies and is in the public interest; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners authorizes the County Manager to sign the Interlocal Agreement for annexation of the urban growth area per the term of the agreement, as shown in Exhibit A; and
[bookmark: _Hlk211505989]NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners authorizes the Director of Community Development to sign the Interlocal Agreement, as shown in Exhibit D, for continued co-management of the urban growth area through March 31, 2026 or until such time as the annexation becomes effective.
PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION on this  ______ day of _____________________, 2025, following a public hearing publicized in the paper of record on September 2, 2025.
	
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney   
	
	
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

	

	
	

	By: Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

	
	Scott J. Brummer, Vice Chair 



	ATTEST: 
	
	Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Commissioner

	

	
	

	Rieva Lester, Clerk of the Board
	
	 Sean D. Swope






