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MEMO 
 
Date: June 25, 2025 
 
From: Lewis County Veterans Advisory Board (VAB) 
To: Lewis County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
 
RE: Recommendations for Membership Changes 
 
The Veterans Advisory Board respectfully submits the following recommendations for your 
consideration: 
 

1. Appointment of New Regular Member 
We recommend the appointment of Grant Kistler as a new regular voting member of the 
Veterans Advisory Board. If approved, Mr. Kistler’s term of service will begin May 1, 
2025, and end April 30, 2027. 
 

2. Appointment of New Alternate Members 
We recommend Jeff Elder and Scott Salkovics be appointed as alternate voting members 
of the Board. Their terms will begin May 1, 2025, and end April 30, 2027. 
 

3. Reappointment of Current Member 
We recommend the reappointment of Kenneth Norwood for another term as a regular 
voting member. His new term will begin July 1, 2025, and end June 30, 2027. 
 

4. Removal of Current Members 
The Board recommends the removal of Jeremy Almond (regular voting member) and 
Ricardo Barrientos (regular voting member) from their current positions on the Veterans 
Advisory Board. 
 

Additional documents, including applications and meeting minutes from the Veterans Advisory 
Board meetings, are included for your review. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 



 

 

Lewis County Veterans’ Advisory Board 
 
Board Meeting Minutes – April 2, 2025 
Location: Lower Level BOCC Room 

 
Welcome 
        
Call to Order, Flag Salute, Attendance 
  
March 5th, 2025 Meeting Minutes - (Approval/Changes) Pat motioned to 
Accept, Second by Ed – All Approved 
 
Business Discussion Items: 
 
1. Presentation – Becky Carver – Strophy Foundation – Becky 
described the foundation as a therapeutic court program that 
supports Veterans by addressing gaps in services, such as job 
training, financial education, treatments not covered by court 
grants, and job training expenses. She highlighted that the Oxford 
housing model could significantly benefit homeless veterans striving 
to reintegrate into the community. George asked the board to move 
forward in collaborating with Becky to find solutions for the 
homeless veteran population.     
 
2.  Veterans Journey Forward Update 
 Licensed Counselor – 10 Scholarships remaining 
 American Legion VSO affiliation pending 
 VetCenter – Mental health counseling (Dr. Philadelphia)  
 Vet Night Out – Food Funding - Good Buzz Brewing 1st Thursday of the month 
 Female Veteran Peer Group 
 Memorial Day 5K 
 Agriculture program 

 Program collaboration – Hevin, Camano Island 
Staff Member Services 

o VSO 272 
o VSO-A - 69 
o PSS 152 

o Indigent Clients 57  
o Future Plans 

 Discovery Therapeutic Services and Seedpod Farm 
 Oregon Equine Therapy 
 Veterans Day events 
 Gala Fundraiser 

Board Members 
 

     X Ken Norwood, Chair 
     X Patrick Swanson VC 
     X Ed Smith 
     X AJ Rogers 
     X Candace Johnson 
     X Patrick Swanson 
     X Jerry Villarrealwat 
      Vacant 
  

 
VRF/County  
 

     x George Dodd 
     x Meja Handlen 
     X Scott Brummer 

  
Guest 

Chip Duncan 
Jesse Lloyd 
Greg Kistler 
Garrett Hopp 
Jeff Elder 
Terry Culliane – Senior 
Moments Insurance 
Becky Carver 
Scott Salkovics 

 

 



 

 

  
3. Veterans Benefit Specialist Report  
- Financials – There has been a slowdown in request to emergency assistance for 

food/gas/utilities.  George is ensuring individuals meet the requirements and provide 
the necessary documentation for assistance 

- VSO Status/Housing Access/Files Updated –an increase is assisting veterans with 
applying for VA benefits.   

- Medical Transportation - The number of veterans seeking transportation assistance has 
decreased compared to previous months. He attributes this decline to the need for 
maintaining and clearly explaining the requirements to veterans, specifically that the 
assistance is limited to VA medical appointments or VA-referred medical appointments. 
 

4. 2025 National Association of State Workforce Agencies Veterans Conference 9th through 
11th of July.  George and AJ will be attending the conference this year.  

 
5. By-Law Changes – Nothing to report.    

   
6. Executive Session – To review the application for board membership of Scott Salkovics. 

 
After the discussion the board came out of executive session. Ed made a motion to have  
Grant Kistler permanent board member. Jeff Elder and Scott Salkovics be alternate members.   
Candace second the motion. All approved.  

 
7. Good Of the Order – George informed the board that Gunny will be termed limited from  

the board In June of 2025.  AJ would like to pursue a way to maintain Gunny on the board  
if possible. 
 
George informed the board that he will be attending the Washington State Department of 
Veterans Affairs National Veterans Legal Service Program 2025 Training in Olympia from 
April 29 thru May 1st. 
  

 
Adjourn at 12:40 pm. 
 
Date & Time of Next Meetings:  

 Business Meeting – Wednesday, May 7th, 2025, at 11 am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84979738290?pwd=Adx0brzVTFW64ZbhzRmjzQVWt9rTtq.1 
Meeting ID: 849 7973 8290 
Passcode: 146733 
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Lewis County Veterans’ Advisory Board 
 
Board Meeting Minutes – May 7th, 2025 
Location: Lower Level BOCC Room/Zoom 

 
Welcome 
        
Call to Order, Flag Salute, Attendance 
 
April 2nd, 2025, Meeting Minutes (Approval/Changes) – Pat motioned to 
Accept, Second by Jerry – All Approved 
 
Public Comment - None 
 
Business Discussion Items: 
 
1. Veterans Journey Forward Update 
 Licensed Counselor – 10 Scholarships 
 American Legion VSAO affiliation pending 
 Vets Night Out – Average 30 people 
 Female Veteran Peer group – She served 
 Memorial Day – 5k – Registration online 
 Agriculture program 
 Program collaboration – Hevin, Camano Island 
 
Staff Members Services 
 VSO – 336 
 VSO-A – 41 
 PSS – 312 
 

Indignant appointments – 67 
Future  

 Discovery Therapeutic Services and Seedpod Farm – June/July 
 Oregon Equine Therapy 
 Legislation reform 
 Certified Peer Counseling Training rework – National Certification 
 Gala Fundraiser 

 
 

2. Veterans Benefit Specialist Report 
 Financials – provide board members current funding level and monthly totals 
 VSO Status/Housing Access – Provide board number of veterans assisted and family. George 

gave a report of his training the past week with the Washington State DVA.   

Board Members 
 

     X Ken Norwood, Chair 
     X Pat Swanson -  VChair 
     X     Ed Smith 
Excused  AJ Rogers 
     X Candace Johnson 
     x      Jerry Villarreal 
       
  
  

 
VRF/County  
 

     x George Dodd 
     x   Meja Handlen 
     x Scott Brummer 

  
Guest 

Chip Duncan 
Jesse Lloyd 
Greg Kistler 
Jeff Elder 
Scott Salkovics 

 

 



 

 

 Medical Transportation – While attending the VSO training last week, George found out that 
there will be transportation provided by the VA.  The contract was not renewed and probably 
would not be renewed.  George and Meja is working on a plan working with Catholic 
Community Service.  Once a plan is created, we will report back to the board of the process to 
provide transportation to those veterans that need it. 

 
3. By-Law/Policy and Procedures Change Update 
 
George passed out the current process and procedures approved by the BOCC on April 2, 2018.  This        
changed the wording from rental assistance to housing assistance.  This would allow the funds to be used 
to pay the mortgage payment of a veteran that is closed to be foreclosed on.  
 
George passed out a memorandum date April 1, 2022.  The memo made four recommendations: 

1) To add a line item on the Veterans Relief Fund budget for media - $10,000 
2) To add a line item on the Veterans Relief Fund budget for Professional Training Stipend - $5000 
3) Create a Mission Statement and Vision Statement to the By-Laws 
4) To make a change to the By-Laws for term limits of board members 

The board recommended not adding line items in the budget for media or Professional Training Stipend 
 
Mission Statement:  
 
“The board recommended revising the mission statement from the memo to read: To provide guidance        
Lewis County legislative authority regarding the needs of all veterans and their families, the resources      
available to all veterans, and programs that could support and improve their well-being.” 
 
Vision statement: 
 
To establish a functional infrastructure of all Veterans resources for Lewis County Veterans and their        
families. 
 
Term Limits Change:  

a. Current:  The term of appointment for the Lewis County Veterans Advisory Board members shall be    
two years, however; for up to three consecutive terms. 

b. Proposed: “The board recommends the following wording: Members of the Lewis County Veterans     
Advisory Board shall serve a three-year term, with the option of up to two consecutive terms.  To maintain a 
quorum at future meetings, the board may request that the BOCC extend a member’s term by up to one 
additional term or until a qualified applicant is approved.” 

 
4. Board Membership – Ed made a motion to reappoint Ken Norwood for his final term on the board.  
Jerry Second – All Approved. 
 
5. Good of the Order  
 
Adjourn at 12:25 PM 
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Date & Time of Next Meetings:  

 Business Meeting – Wednesday, June 4th, 2025, at 11 am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84979738290?pwd=Adx0brzVTFW64ZbhzRmjzQVWt9rTtq.1 
Meeting ID: 849 7973 8290     Passcode: 146733 
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