
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSLEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTONIN THE MATTER OF:PROTECT ACCESS TO NATURAL GAS FOR HOMESAND BUSINESSES TO COMPLY WITH INITIATIVE2066 - PUBLIC SERVICES BUILDING AND FIRESAFETY RESOLUTION NO. 25-099WHEREAS, on November 5, 2024, Washington State voters approved InitiativeMeasure No. 2066, which became effective on December 5, 2024; andWHEREAS, Initiative No. 2066 repeals regulations that discourage the use ofnatural gas, eliminating penalties for its use in heating and appliances inresidential and commercial buildings; andWHEREAS, Initiative No. 2066 Sec. 10 states that a county shall not in any wayprohibit, penalize or discourage the use of gas for any form of heating, or for usesrelated to any appliance or equipment, in any building; andWHEREAS, the Preface of the 2021 Washington State Amended InternationalCodes specifies that local jurisdictions, such as counties and cities, are restrictedfrom altering certain provisions of the State Building Code, including the StateEnergy Code (WAC 51-11R for residential and WAC 51-11C for commercialbuildings); andWHEREAS, the current versions of the 2021 WSEC-R and WSEC-C discriminateagainst the use of natural gas appliances by unfavorably weighting any creditsagainst the use of efficient natural gas appliances; andWHEREAS, Chapter 11 of the 2021 International Residential Code and the 2021International Energy Conservation Code set forth nationally recognized energyefficiency requirements while permitting the use of combustion-fueled heatingsystems and appliances without penalizing gas use, ensuring compliance withInitiative No. 2066.NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Lewis County adopts the energyefficiency provisions from Chapter 11 of the 2021 International Residential Codeand the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code as alternative pathways tocompliance for energy conservation design in residential and commercialconstruction, which permit the use of combustion-fueled heating equipment andappliances without penalty, in line with Initiative No. 2066. All other applicablestate, county and federal construction and building operation codes will remain ineffect. This resolution is effective immediately and will remain in force unlessstate regulations are amended to address the natural gas restrictions repealed byInitiative No. 2066.DONE IN OPEN SESSION this 1st day of April, 2025.Page 1 of 2 Res. 25-099



APPROVED AS TO FORM:Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSLEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTONDavid BaileyBy: David Bailey, Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Scott J. BrummerScott J. Brummer, ChairATTEST: Lindsey R. Pollock, DVMLindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Vice ChairRieva Lester, CMCRieva Lester, CMC, Clerk of the Lewis County Board ofCounty Commissioners Sean D. SwopeSean D. Swope, CommissionerPage 2 of 2 Res. 25-099


