


BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ESTABLISH SALES AND USE TAX FOR 	ORDINANCE 1360
EMERGENCY 911 COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES, 
CHAPTER 3.80 OF LEWIS COUNTY CODE

WHEREAS, RCW 82.14.420 authorizes the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to authorize, fix and impose a sales and use tax in addition to any other taxes authorized by law solely for the purpose of providing funds for costs associated with financing, design, acquisition, construction, equipping, operating, maintaining, remodeling, repairing, re-equipping and improvement of emergency communication systems and facilities; and
WHEREAS, the long-term financial support of 911 communications systems is critical for the health and safety of county citizens, tourists and visitors; and
WHEREAS, Lewis County 911 Communications is the 24-hour primary public safety answering point of 911 calls and provides dispatch services to the all police, fire, EMS and other related entities in Lewis County, which are all members of an interlocal agreement with Lewis County and have an appointed representative on the Combined User Committee (CUC); and
WHEREAS, the appointed representatives of the CUC met and determined that a crucial need exists to fund critical infrastructure and operations of the emergency communications center in order to provide vital public safety service to the public; and
WHEREAS, voters approved Lewis County Proposition No. 1: Two-tenths of One Percent Sales and Use Tax for Emergency 911 Communications Systems and Facilities during the General Election held on November 5, 2024, and certified by the state of Washington on December 5, 2024; and
WHEREAS, Lewis County sent confirmation of the proposition’s passage to the Department of Revenue (DOR) on November 20, 2024.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the BOCC hereby (1) fixes and imposes a sales and use tax in accordance with the terms of RCW 82.14.420 at the rate of two-tenths of one percent (0.2%) of the selling price in the case of a sales tax, or the value of the article used, in the case of a use tax, which tax shall be in addition to any other taxes authorized by law and which shall be collected from those persons who are taxable by the state under RCWs 82.08 and 82.12 upon the occurrence of any taxable event within Lewis County, to be used solely for the purpose of providing funds for the costs associated with financing, design, acquisition, construction, equipping, operating, maintaining, remodeling, repairing, re-equipping and improvements of the Lewis County 911 public safety communications systems and facilities; and (2) adds Chapter 3.80 to Lewis County Code as follows: 


Chapter 3.80
[bookmark: _Hlk181873139]SALES AND USE TAX FOR 
EMERGENCY 911 COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES

Sections
3.80.010    Imposition of tax.
3.80.020    Tax rate and applicability.
3.80.030    Administration and collection.
3.80.040    Use of funds.
3.80.050    Severability.
3.80.060    Effective date.

[bookmark: 3.45.010]3.80.010 	Imposition of tax.
Pursuant to RCW 82.14.420, there is hereby imposed a sales and use tax, as the case may be, upon any taxable event as defined in RCWs 82.08 and 82.12, occurring within Lewis County. The tax shall be imposed upon and collected from those persons who are taxable by the state under RCWs 82.08 and 82.12. This tax shall be in addition to any other sales and use tax imposed by the state and/or the county. 

[bookmark: 3.45.020]3.80.020 	Tax rate and applicability.
Pursuant to RCW 82.14.420, the rate of tax shall equal two-tenths of one percent (0.2%) of the selling price or value of the article used, as the case may be. 

[bookmark: 3.45.030]3.80.030 	Administration and collection.
The tax imposed by this chapter shall be administered and collected in accordance with RCW 82.14.050. The chair of the BOCC is hereby authorized to and directed to execute any contracts with the State Department of Revenue that may be necessary to provide for the administration or collection of the tax.

[bookmark: 3.45.050]3.80.040 	Use of funds.
Tax imposed by this chapter and deposited in the Communications Fund 1070 shall be used solely for the purposes authorized by RCW 82.14.420, to include providing funds for the costs associated with financing, design, acquisition, construction, equipping, operating, maintaining, remodeling, repairing, re-equipping and improvements of the Lewis County 911 public safety communications systems and facilities.

[bookmark: 3.45.070]3.80.050 	Severability.
If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter or the application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

3.80.060 	Effective date.
The effective date shall be April 1, 2025.

PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION THIS 14th day of January 2025, following a public hearing publicized in the newspaper of record on Dec. 24 and 31, 2024.



	APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney
	
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON




	By: David Bailey, Chief Civil DPA
	
	Scott J. Brummer, Chair




	ATTEST:
	
	Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Vice Chair




	Rieva Lester, CMC, Clerk of the Board
	
	Sean D. Swope, Commissioner
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