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SUBJECT:  Preservation of Land Survey Monuments 
 
ADOPTED ON:  February 28, 2023 
 
RESOLUTION NO:     
 
1.0 GENERAL 

This policy has been developed and implemented by resolution of the county legislative authority in accordance 
with WAC 136-50-050. 
1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the Department understands its duty to protect and preserve 
survey monuments within the county road right of way when performing any type of work, in particular 
construction projects and maintenance activities, where there is a risk that monuments could be 
disturbed or covered. 

1.2 Controlling Laws 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has rule making responsibility regarding survey monument 
protection within Washington State. RCW 58.24; RCW 58.09; WAC 332-120. 
 
The Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors has regulatory authority over 
individual professional engineers and land surveyors regarding monument protection but lacks authority 
over public agencies. RCW 58.09; WAC 332-120; WAC 196-27A-030(5); RCW 58.04.015. 
 
The County Road Administration Board (CRAB) has regulatory authority over Counties/county road 
departments regarding “provisions of law relating to county road administration and the standards of 
good practice.” RCW 36.78.070(3), 090(1)(b), 100; RCW 36.86.050; RCW 58.09; WAC 332-132; WAC 136-
50-050(5). 

2.0 POLICY 
It is the policy of the Lewis County Public Works Department (LCPW) to ensure that all known survey 
monuments within pavement preservation treatment project areas are located and perpetuated in compliance 
with Washington State Administrative Code (WAC) 332-120-080. 
Department Responsibilities 
LCPW has entered a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources Public Land Survey Office (DNR-PLSO) to ensure survey monuments are perpetuated. It is the 
responsibility of LCPW to ensure that all known survey monuments within all pavement preservation treatment 
project areas are located and perpetuated. This policy and MOU are intended to facilitate the statutory 
obligations imposed upon LCPW and DNR- PLSO with respect to the preservation of survey monuments. 
 
It is understood that professionally licensed engineers and land surveyors hold themselves to the professional 
standards of conduct as outlined in Chapter 196- 27A WAC “Rules of Professional Conduct and Practice”. 
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LCPW will:

 Train Public Works staff (Engineering, Survey, and Maintenance and Operations) on the 
importance of the law regarding survey monuments and this policy. 

 Direct private surveyors, engineers, or others to report issues encountered with survey 
monuments within the county road right of way (i.e. buried monument in paved surface, 
damaged case and cover, etc.) through the Public Works email: survey@lewiscountywa.gov 

 Address legacy issues from past road department practices once identified, including raising 
monuments, repairing/replacing monument case and cover, assessing for disturbance, and/or 
notification of Record of Survey if possible. 

 Prior to end of the current year, send an annual notification with necessary attachments to the 
PLSO of planned projects for the upcoming year which may cover survey monuments. Said 
notification will include road names, beginning and ending mileposts, and beginning and 
ending intersections, as reported in the County’s County Arterial Preservation Program (CAPP) 
to CRAB including all Non-CAPP eligible activities. The notification will also include start date 
and expected date of completion for each project. 

 Prior to the start date of each county road project, search for and identify all existing visible 
survey monuments within the project limits. 

 Ensure monuments that were covered during a project are uncovered within fourteen (14) 
calendar days and made accessible after completion of annual activities. 

 After completion of annual activities and prior to April 1st, submit an annual letter to the PLSO, 
with necessary attachments, certifying that the affected monuments were uncovered as soon 
as possible after completion, including any changes from the planned project areas. 
Attachments to include a map showing locations, or a spreadsheet listing road name by 
mileposts for the project limits. 

 Follow DNR-PLSO’s available permitting procedures and options for disturbing, destroying, 
resetting, and completion reporting for Survey Monuments (Survey Recording Act). 

 Uphold the County's responsibilities as defined in the MOU. 


