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Commentary 
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The title of Section 17.12 is changed from Public Participation Program to Amendments to 
Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations for clarity. The section is specifically 
about the process to amend the Lewis County Comprehensive Plan and development 
regulations.  Much of the section has been and continues to be related to public 
participation, including noticing requirements; however, there are many other 
requirements included in this section.  

The other reason why the title is changed is because multiple other Title 17 sections 
include requirements for public participation.  It is confusing to have one full section 
named “public participation” when it only relates to certain governmental actions. 
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Chapter 17.12 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 

AMENDMENTS TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 
17.12.010    Purpose and applicability. 
17.12.020    Amendments amending the comprehensive plan or development regulations Applicability. 
17.12.0630   Amendments – Review for quasi-judicial actions. 
17.12.0340    Amendments – Filing requirements and docketing. 
17.12.0450    Amendments – Department review, determination of completeness and staff report. 
17.12.060 Notice of application. 
17.12.0570   Amendments – Public hearing notice. 
17.12.0780   Amendments – Review and recommendation by planning the commission. 
17.12.0890   Review by state agencies. 
17.12.090100    Amendment – Review and decision by the board. 
17.12.1010 Approval Criteria 
17.12.120 Time frames for decisions. 
17.12.130 Notice of decisions. 
17.12.140 Appeals. 
17.12.150 Administration and interpretation.  
17.12.160 Refund of fees. 
17.12.170 Errors not grounds for invalidation. 
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17.12.020 
Non-substantive.  Edits are for consistency and clarification. All of the amendments 
covered by this section require approval by the Lewis County Board of County 
Commissioners making them governmental actions. 
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17.12.010   Purpose and applicability. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish procedures for amending the comprehensive plan and the 
development regulations found in LCC Titles 16 and 17 and sets forth the responsibilities of the 
department of community development (“department”), the planning commission (“commission”), and 
final approval by the board of county commissioners (“board”). 

17.12.020 Amendments amending the comprehensive plan or development regulations 
Applicability. 

(1) This chapter applies to the following Type V application governmental actions, that which 
require a public hearing before the planning commission and a decision by the board of county 
commissioners and is one or more of the following types: 

(a) An amendment to a comprehensive plan goal or policy; 

(b) An amendment to the comprehensive plan maps; 

(bc) An amendment to the shoreline master program; 

(cd) An amendment to the comprehensive plan maps countywide planning policies; or 

(de) An amendment to development regulations, including the zoning map. 

(2) Each amendment type above is a legislative matter, except for an amendment for a site-specific 
rezone amendment to a comprehensive plan map or zoning map, which is a quasi-judicial 
matter that requires both an amendment to the comprehensive plan and development 
regulations. 

(3) The county board must adopt all amendments to the comprehensive plan simultaneously each 
year and may not adopt amendments more frequently than once per year, except for 
amendments that qualify for one of the following exceptions: 

(a) The initial adoption of a subarea plan; 

(b) Adoption or amendment of the shoreline master program under procedures set forth in 
Chapter 90.58 RCW; 

(c) The amendment of the capital facilities element concurrent with adoption or amendment 
of the county budget; 

(d) Amendments to development regulations consistent with the comprehensive plan and 
countywide planning policies; 

  



Commentary 
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17.12.030 
Subsection 17.12.060 has been moved up to 17.12.030 because it is an overarching 
explanation quasi-judicial actions and that those must comply with the Appearance of 
Fairness Doctrine. 

17.12.040 
Sections (1)-(2) - Amendments to city urban growth areas are required to meet rules set 
forth by the Washington State Growth Management Act related to demonstrating that 
the city needs the land to accommodate the 20-year population forecast and that the 
city can provide public services (e.g., water, sewer and transportation) over the 20-year 
planning horizon. The city provides documentation that the state rules are met. 
Therefore, only a city may proposed an amendment to their urban growth area. 

Urban growth areas may also be applied to geographies that do not have an incorporated 
city. In this case, it is the county’s responsibly to demonstrate that the state rules are 
met. The Lewis County Community Development Department or Board of County 
Commissioner may propose non-city urban growth area amendments. 

Other amendments to the Lewis County Comprehensive Plan goals, policies or maps, 
Shoreline Master Program, countywide planning policies or development regulations and 
zoning maps may be proposed by any person or entity, including cities and the County. 

Section (3) - Cities typically hold a city council meeting in the spring of each year to 
consider property owner proposals to be included in the city’s urban growth area. City 
staff and the city council evaluate the proposals against the appropriate state rules 
before submitting a request to Lewis County. To allow for the city’s public process, the 
due date for city-initiated amendments to urban growth areas is set as the last business 
day of March. 

Other proposal for amendments to comprehensive plan goals, policies or maps, Shoreline 
Master Program, countywide planning policies or development regulations and zoning maps 
do not require a public process prior to being submitted to the County for consideration. 
Therefore, those are due earlier than city-initiated urban growth area amendments. 

Section (4) - In order to make LCC 17.12 standalone from LCC 17.05, the application 
requirements must be included in LCC 17.12. Many of the application requirements of LCC 
17.05 are not applicable to Type V non-project actions, so only those that are relevant 
are included here. 
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(e) Amendments needed to resolve an appeal of the comprehensive plan filed with the
Growth Management Hearings Board or the court; or

(f) Amendments necessary in cases where the board finds an emergency exists.

17.12.0630 Amendments – Review for quasi-judicial actions. 

An application for a site-specific comprehensive plan map and zoning map amendment is a quasi-
judicial action as defined in RCW 42.36.010 and is subject to the appearance of fairness doctrine, 
Chapter 42.36 RCW. For all quasi-judicial amendments, the commission and board of commissioners 
shall process the application in accordance with Chapter 42.36 RCW in addition to all other 
requirements of this chapter. 

17.12.0340 Amendments – Filing requirements and docketing. 

(1) An amendments to the comprehensive plan Any person or entity may file an amendment to the
items listed in 17.12.020(1), except an amendment to an urban growth area boundary may be
filed by only the following: 

(a) Any person or entity;

(ba) The department; or 

(cb) The commission or board, by majority vote.; or 

(d) A city or town council.

(2) The department encourages applicants for an amendment to request a preapplication meeting
as provided under LCC 17.05.050 before formally filing an application. Except for quasi-judicial
matters, the department or applicant may discuss proposals with the planning commission or
board before an application is submitted. In quasi-judicial matters, no such discussion is
permitted; all contact with the commission or board on specific quasi-judicial proposals shall
must be on the record in writing or at the a public hearing meeting.

(3) Except as provided under LCC 17.12.020(3), an Quasi-judicial amendments must be filed with the
department on forms provided by the department on or before the last business day of
December for inclusion on the following year’s docket, except an amendment to an urban
growth area  that an county-initiated amendment is not subject to this deadline. must be
provided to the department on or before the last business day of March for inclusion on the
current year’s docket. 

(4) At a minimum for quasi-judicial amendment, the applicant must provide the following
information: 
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17.12.040 
Section (5) - A reference is added for the current adopted fee schedule. 
 
Section (6) - The explanation of combining actions is moved up from 17.12.040 and 
clarified that SEPA review will also be combined, if SEPA review is required.  
 
Section (7) - Many jurisdictions in Washington use a docket to set a schedule for 
considering Type V non-project actions. This is useful because amendments to the 
comprehensive plan map must be considered concurrently and may only be submitted to 
the Washington State Department of Commerce once per year.  Community Development 
staff currently maintain an unofficial docket. The code will now require Planning 
Commission to adopt the annual docket. The docket may be amended by the Planning 
Commission at any time. The most likely time to amend the docket will be after the first 
business day of April if applications are incomplete and need to be moved to the following 
year’s docket. 
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(a) A completed application form signed by the owner(s) of the property, or properties, 
which is the subject of the application, except an amendment to an urban growth area.  
An application to amend an urban growth area shall be signed by the department, 
commission, board or city council. 

(b) Parcel(s) identification number. 

(c) A State Environmental Policy Act Environmental Checklist.  

(d) Findings of fact against applicable Growth Management Act rules and relevant sections 
of the Lewis County Code and countywide planning policies. 

(e) Any additional information, identified by the review authority needed to provide the 
department with sufficient information about the proposal. 

 (45) An amendment, excepting those filed by the county department, commission or board, must 
include all fees required by the adopted fee schedule. The Lewis County schedule of fees is 
established by local resolution on file with the board and codified under LCC Title 18. 

(6) Where a development regulation amendment requires a comprehensive plan amendment, the 
department shall process both amendments simultaneously. State Environmental Policy Act 
review, when required, shall be combined and integrated with the underlying governmental 
action process.  

(7) Docketing refers to the process of establishing and maintaining a list of proposals to amend 
comprehensive plans or development regulations administered by the department pursuant to 
the Washington State Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.470). Dockets are useful for 
providing information about amendment proposals that may be considered by the commission 
and board in advance of public hearings. The docket is established as follows: 

(a) The department shall maintain a proposed docket for amendments to items listed in 
17.12.020(1).  

(i) The department, commission or board may place an amendment on the 
proposed docket at any time.  

(ii) The department shall place applicant-initiated or city-initiated amendments on 
the proposed docket, pending determination of completeness. 

(b) The department will present the proposed docket to the commission at least once per 
year, on or about the first business day of January, and the commission may vote to 
adopt the docket.  
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17.12.050 
Section (1) - The paragraph is moved from 17.12.040 and clarity is provided related to 
the last day for receiving applications for quasi-judicial actions. Any new requests after 
the dates in the code, will be held for the following year’s docket. 
 
Section (2) - The underlined text is copied from 17.05.070 with clarification that the 
timeframes only apply to quasi-judicial amendments that are not an amendment to an 
urban growth area.  Other Type V governmental actions do not have specified timelines 
for completing review and adoption. 
 
The timelines for reviewing for completeness and applicant response to incomplete or 
incorrect information is consistent with LCC 17.05. 
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(c) The commission may vote to add or remove items from the docket at any time. 

The department shall review the completeness of the amendment received on or before the last 
business day of December before adding it to the docket. If the department determines that an 
application remains incomplete by the following first day of April, the department shall consider the 
application lapsed. 

17.12.0450 Department review, determination of completeness and staff report. 

(1) Quasi-judicial amendments, except an amendment to an urban growth area, must be received 
on or before the last business day of December to be added it to the subsequent year’s docket.  
A city-proposed amendment to an urban growth area must be received on or before the last 
business day of March to be added to the current year’s docket.  

(12) The department shall review complete applications for quasi-judicial amendments, except an 
amendment to an urban growth area, comprehensive plan and development regulation 
amendments to determine if the application is complete as provided below: 

(a) Where a development regulation amendment requires a comprehensive plan 
amendment, the department shall process both amendments simultaneously.  

(b) Within 28 calendar days after receiving an application, the department shall mail, 
electronically mail, or provide in person a written determination to the applicant, stating 
that either: 

(i) The application is complete. 

(ii) The application is incomplete and what is necessary to make the application 
complete. 

(c) Incomplete or Incorrect Applications. When an application is determined to be 
incomplete or incorrect, the review authority shall identify, in writing, the specific 
requirements or information necessary to constitute a complete application. 

(i) When additional information is required, the applicant shall have 90 calendar 
days from the date of the written notification of incompleteness to submit the 
required information to the department. Prior to the 90-day deadline, the 
applicant may request, in writing, an extension in order to provide the required 
information. The review authority may grant up to two three-month extensions if 
it is determined that the required studies or information warrants additional time. 
Financial hardship shall not be considered for extensions of deadlines. 
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17.12.050 
Subsection (2)(c)(ii) – This was added to provide clarity about what happens when an 
applicant doesn’t provide necessary information to determine if the application is 
complete and the applicant does not request an extension to provide said information.  In 
that situation, the application will be considered lapsed and staff will stop processing the 
application. 
 
Subsection (2)(c)(iv) – In the event that the application remains incomplete by April 1st of 
the year, but has received an extension and is still being processed, staff will move the 
applicant from the current year’s docket to the following year’s docket. This reflects the 
rest of the steps, including SEPA determination, Planning Commission meetings and public 
hearing, review by the Washington State Department of Commerce, and finally Board of 
County Commissioner public hearing, all of which must be completed in that same year.  
 
Subsection (2)(e) - During the Planning Commission or Board of County Commissioner 
steps it is common for commissioners to request additional information related to the 
approval criteria. 
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(ii) If the applicant does not submit the required information within the 90-day 
period or does not request an extension, the project permit application shall 
automatically lapse. Lapsed applications will not be further processed. 
Resubmittal of lapsed applications shall be governed by the regulations in effect 
at the time of the resubmittal. 

(iii) Upon submittal of the additional information, the review authority shall, within 14 
calendar days, issue a letter of completeness or, in accordance with subsection (c) 
of this section, identify what additional information is required. 

(iv) If an application is not determined to be complete by the first business day of 
April and has not lapsed, the department shall move that application for 
consideration to the following year’s docket.  

 (d) When an application is deemed complete, the review authority shall: 
 

(i) Forward the application(s) for processing, including environmental if required, 
and schedule a public hearing, if a hearing is required; 

(ii) Send a written notice to the applicant that acknowledges the completeness of the 
application, states the vesting date when applicable, lists the name and telephone 
number of a department contact person, and describes the expected review 
schedule, including the date of a hearing, if applicable; and 

(iii) Provide notice of the application, in accordance with LCC 17.12.060. 

(e) The determination of completeness does not preclude the review authority from 
requesting additional information or studies either at the time of the notice of 
completeness or afterward if new information becomes required or if there are changes 
in the proposed project.  

(b3) The department shall complete environmental review for each amendment, consistent with the 
requirements of Chapter 43.21C RCW and Chapter 17.110 LCC. 

(ia) After receipt and review of the environmental checklist for an amendment, the 
department must issue a threshold determination. 
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17.12.050 
Subsection (4)(a) - The information is reordered for clarity and to include a statement 
that other approval criteria beyond 17.12.110 may be relevant.  For example, if the 
applicant is requesting a rezone to a Mining Resource Land, then LCC 17.12.720, Mining 
Opt-in, is also relevant to the decision. 
 
17.12.060 
The underlined text is copied from 17.05.080 with specifications for Type V permits. 
Pursuant to Chapter 36.70A RCW there are no requirements for a notice of application 
for amendments to the comprehensive plan goal or policy, comprehensive plan map, 
shoreline master program, countywide planning policy or development program.  There is 
a requirement pursuant to Chapter 76.70B that requires a notice of application for an 
amendment to a zoning map. Therefore, the only actions under 17.12 that require a 
notice of application are quasi-judicial actions that change the zoning designation, also 
known as rezones.  Amendments to urban growth areas do not require an amendment to 
the zoning map and therefore do not require notice of application.  
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(iib) If environmental review determines that the amendment may have a significant impact 
on the environment, and if acceptance of a final environmental impact statement is not 
complete by the first business day of April, the department shall move that amendment 
for consideration until the following year’s docket. 

 (c4) The department shall prepare a staff report that includes recommendations and/or options for 
each docketed amendment. The department shall forward both the report and the result of the 
environmental review to: 

 (a) The staff report shall evaluate the proposed amendment(s) in relationship to the 
approval criteria under LCC 17.12.110 and any other relevant sections of the Lewis 
County Code. If the proposed amendment includes land within a city’s urban growth 
area, the staff report shall also address any comments from the city regarding 
consistency with the applicable city comprehensive plan and the ability of the city to 
provide needed utility services. 

 (b) The department shall forward both the report and the result of the environmental review 
to: 

(i) The planning commission; 

(ii) The applicant and the applicant’s designated representative; and 

(iii) To the applicable city staff if the proposed amendment applies to land within a 
city’s urban growth area. 

(d) The staff report shall evaluate the proposed amendment(s) in relationship to the 
approval criteria under LCC 17.12.100. If the proposed amendment includes land within a 
city’s urban growth area, the staff report shall also address any comments from the city 
regarding consistency with the applicable city comprehensive plan and the ability of the 
city to provide needed utility services. 

17.12.060 Notice of application. 

(1)  For a quasi-judicial amendment, except an amendment to an urban growth area, within 14 
calendar days of issuing a letter of completeness under 17.12.050, the department shall issue a 
notice of application.   

(2) The notice of application will be distributed to the applicant and the applicant’s representative, 
the appropriate city when the proposed amendment is within the urban growth area, county 
departments, agencies with jurisdiction including tribal governments, and properties as 
described in 17.12.070(4)(a)(i) and (ii).  
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17.12.070 
Section (2) - Prior to the COVID pandemic, physical copies of proposals were provided to 
libraries and senior centers across the county. This practice was ended in 2020 when 
libraries and senior centers were closed to the public due to the pandemic. For two years, 
copies of proposals were provided online on the Community Development’s webpage and 
physical copies were provided upon requests to members of the public. The legal notice of 
hearing states how the public can view the proposal and how to receive a physical copy.  
 
This code amendment formalize the new practice of providing the proposal online for the 
public to review. The 15-day minimum is based on state law for noticing the public of 
hearings. 
 
 
  



Code text to be removed is shown  
with a strike through and code text to be added is shown with an underline. 

 

 
LCC 17.12, AMENDMENTS TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS Pg. 16 of 26 
 

(3) The department shall place a notice sign on the project site in a conspicuous location that is 
clearly visible and readily readable from a public right-of-way that provides primary vehicular 
access to the subject property. The department shall remove and properly dispose of the notice 
after the comment period is closed. 

(4) The notice shall include, but not be limited to, the information required in RCW 36.70B.110(2). 

(5) The department shall publish a summary of the notice in the official county newspaper, 
including the nature and location of the proposal, the date public comments are due, and 
instructions for obtaining further information. 

17.12.0570 Amendments – Public hearing notice. 

(1) The department shall publish notice of the public hearing at least once in the official county 
newspaper and on the Lewis County website at minimum 15 calendar days before the planning 
commission public scheduled hearing. The notice shall include: 

(a) A summary of the amendment; 

(b) The date, time, and place of the hearing; 

(c) A statement that documents pertaining to the amendment, including a staff report and 
SEPA determination if applicable, are available for public review, including where the 
public may access them; and 

(d) An general explanation of the process for submitting comments. 
 
(2)  The department shall post the amendment, staff report(s) and SEPA determination, if applicable, 

to the county’s webpage at a minimum 15 calendar days before the scheduled hearing. The 
posting shall include the name and contact information of the department representative to 
contact to provide receive a physical copiesy of the amendment and related materials.to: 

(a) Timberland Regional Libraries located at: Chehalis, Centralia, Salkum, Randle, and 
Winlock; and 

(b) Lewis County senior centers located at: Morton, Toledo, Twin Cities (Chehalis), Packwood, 
and Winlock. 

 
(3) The county department shall send notice to the applicant and the applicant’s representative, the 

appropriate city, when the proposed amendment is within or would expand the urban growth 
area, parties of the record and to agencies with jurisdiction, school districts, and fire districts that 
will potentially be affected by the proposed amendment at least 15 calendar days prior to the 
hearing.  
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17.12.070 
Section (4) - In 2021, Planning Commission decided to require a different noticing 
requirement for properties in and outside of a limited area of more intense rural 
development (LAMIRD).  Prior to 2021, the noticing requirement was for properties 
within 500 feet of the property where the amendment is proposed. Planning Commission 
felt that geography was too narrow for rural areas because lots are very large. Planning 
Commission proposed and Board of County Commissioners approved expanding the noticing 
requirement to ¼ mile for amendments to properties that are located outside a LAMIRD. 
This code amendment clarifies the previous change. 
 
17.12.080 
Section (4) - Amendments to comprehensive plan maps must be considered concurrently 
and may only be submitted to the Washington State Department of Commerce 
(Commerce) once per year.   
 
Following recommendation by Planning Commission, proposal are forwarded to Commerce 
for a mandatory 60-day review. Once the 60-day review is complete and if there are no 
concerns, the proposal is then forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC).  
BOCC’s process takes a minimum of six weeks to complete due to noticing requirements. 
If a proposal is submitted to Commerce on September 1st, review will be completed by 
October 31st.  If the final county adoption process is begun on November 1st, adoption can 
be completed by December 15th.  Final submittal to Commerce can take place before 
December 31st. Therefore, Planning Commission should make their recommendations by 
end of August or the proposal should be moved to the following year’s docket. 
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(4) For public hearings involving a quasi-judicial amendment application, the county department 
shall provide the following notice in addition to the requirements of subsection (1) through (3) 
of this section: 

(a)  At least 15 calendar days prior to the schedule hearing, Tthe county department shall 
mail notice to the applicant and the applicant’s representative, agencies with jurisdiction, 
and to property owners as follows: 

(i) For quasi-judicial amendments located outside a LAMIRD, to the comprehensive 
plan and development regulations: At least 15 calendar days prior to the 
scheduled hearing date, hearing notice shall be mailed to all property owners 
within one-quarter mile of the external boundaries of the subject property as 
shown by the records of the county assessor.; or  

(ii) For quasi-judicial amendments located within a LAMIRD, Except, if the subject 
property is located within a LAMIRD, the hearing notice shall be mailed to all 
property owners within 500 feet of the external boundaries of the subject 
property as shown by the records of the county assessor. 

 (b)  The county department shall post a sign as described in 17.12.060(3) giving notice of the 
hearing in a conspicuous location on the property at least 15 calendar days prior to the 
scheduled hearing. 

17.12.0780 Amendments – Review and recommendation by planning the commission. 

(1) The commission shall hold at least one public hearing on an amendment to consider public 
comment before beginning its deliberations. 

(2) At the completion of its deliberations, the commission shall vote to recommend adopting, not 
adopting, or amending the proposed plan, plan amendments or development regulation in 
relationship to the approval criteria under LCC 17.12.100110. 

(3) The commission recommendation shall include findings of fact, the reasons for the 
recommendation, and decision. 

(4) Final recommendations on amendments by the commission should be complete and forwarded 
to the board on or about October 1st by the last business day of August. If the commission has 
not made a recommendation by the last business day of August, the amendment shall be 
moved to the following year’s docket.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Commentary 

 

LCC 17.12, GROWTH MANAGEMENT PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROGRAM         Pg. 19 of 26 
 

17.12.100 
Sections (2)-(4) are consolidated and clarified in a new (2). 
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17.12.0890 Review by state agencies. 

(1) At least 60 calendar days before the board reviews the recommendation of the commission, the 
department shall issue a notice of intent to adopt an amendment to the Department of 
Commerce. 

(2) The department will forward the commission recommendations and all state agency comments 
to the board on or about by the first business day of December 1st. 

17.12.090100 Amendments – Review and decision by the board. 

(1) Upon receipt of a recommendation from the commission and after the 60-day review period by 
state agencies, the board shall consider and act on all amendments concurrently. Final action by 
the board on amendments should occur on or about the following February 1st. Except as 
provided under LCC 17.12.020(3), the board shall consider all proposals concurrently to evaluate 
the cumulative effect of the various amendments. 

 (2) The board shall consider all proposals concurrently to evaluate the cumulative effect of the 
various amendments. 

(3) If the board agrees with the recommendation(s) of the commission, it shall adopt the 
amendment(s) by ordinance consistent with the commission’s recommendation. 

(4) If the board does not agree, either in whole or in part, with a recommendation of the 
commission, the board may proceed as follows: 

(a) The board of commissioners may hold a public hearing with notice as provided under 
LCC 17.12.050(1) and (3). 

(b) Upon conclusion of the public hearing, the board shall deliberate and act on the 
amendment when it reaches a decision. The board may: 

(i) Adopt the amendment with modifications by ordinance that includes findings of 
fact; 

(ii) Reject the amendment; or 

(iii) Remand the proposed amendment to the planning commission for further review 
for the next year’s docket. 

(2) The board shall hold a public hearing with notice as provided under LCC 17.12.070. Upon 
conclusion of the public hearing, the board shall deliberate and act on the amendment. The 
board may: 
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17.12.100 
Section (3). Although the preferred approach is to complete all amendments within the 
same calendar year, state rules do allow for the final decision to be made in January of 
the following year. This allows the hearings process to continue if there are any short 
delays after the Planning Commission makes their recommendation.  For example, if 
during Washington State Department of Commerce 60-day review, there are a few issues 
to resolved prior to submitting the recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners for final approval.  
 
17.12.110 
The edit clarifies that all of the criteria need to be met. 
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(a) Adopt by ordinance the commission’s recommendation; 

(b) Adopt by ordinance the commission’s recommendation with modifications that include 
further findings of fact; 

(b) Reject the commission’s recommendation; or 

(c) Remand the proposed amendment to the commission for further review on the 
following year’s docket. 

 (3) Final action by the board on amendments on quasi-judicial actions should occur by the last 
business day of January. If the board has not made a decision by the last business day of 
January, the amendment shall be combined with the current year’s docket. 

17.12.1010 Approval criteria. 

(1) To approve a comprehensive plan amendment, the planning commission and the board of 
commissioners shall find that all of the following are met: 

(a) The amendment conforms to the requirements of the Growth Management Act, is 
consistent with the countywide planning policies and the comprehensive plan, including 
any interlocal planning agreements, if applicable. 

(b) The application and any studies submitted to the department, the planning commission, 
and the board of commissioners demonstrates a need for the amendment. 

(c) The public interest will be served by approving the amendment. In determining whether 
the public interest will be served, factors including but not limited to the following shall 
be considered: 

(i) The anticipated effect upon the rate or distribution of population growth, 
employment growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the 
comprehensive plan; and. 

(ii) The anticipated effect on the ability of the county and/or other service providers, 
such as cities, schools, water purveyors, fire districts, and others as applicable, to 
provide adequate services and public facilities including transportation facilities. 

(iii) The anticipated impact upon designated agricultural, forest and mineral resource 
lands. 

(b) The amendment does not include or facilitate spot zoning. 
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17.12.120 
Under LCC 17.05, Type I – IV permit applications have specific time frames for decisions 
to be made.  However, Type V governmental actions do not have specific time frames 
because the proposal are large in scope, e.g., amending the comprehensive plan map to 
change zoning designations, and require many more steps including two hearings – one with 
Planning Commission and one with the Board of County Commissioners. Some Type V 
governmental actions can take two or more years to come to a decision, particularly if the 
proposal is moved to a subsequent year’s docket due to a determination of 
incompleteness. 
 
17.12.130 
This text is copied from 17.05.130 and clarified for Type V governmental actions.  
Section (1) is based on the RCW which requires notice of decision and sets the time 
frame. 
 
17.12.140 
This text is moved from 17.05.160. The RCWs apply regardless of LCC stating as such. 
The reference is simply to make it clear that there are no codes in LCC that address 
appeals, the County follows state law directly.  Decisions can be appealed under different 
Chapters of the RCW depending on the grounds of the appeal.  This section is therefore 
left generic.  
 
17.12.150 
This text is copied from 17.05.190 
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(2) To approve an amendment to the development regulations, the planning commission and 
board of commissioners shall find that the amendment is consistent with the comprehensive 
plan and in the public interest. 

17.12.120 Time frames for decisions. 

There is no time frame for decisions pursuant to this chapter. 

17.12.130 Notice of decisions. 

(1) The department shall issue the notice of decision within seven (7) calendar days of the final 
decision and shall publish the notice of decision pursuant to Chapter 36.70A.290(2)(b) RCW. 

(2)  The decision shall be noticed as follows: 

(a)  Published in the official county newspaper.  

(b) Mailed to the applicant, any parties of record, and any agencies with jurisdiction that 
provided comments on the proposal. 

(3) The notice of decision shall include, at a minimum, the following information: 

(a)  The a summary of the decision. 

(b)  A statement that ordinance and exhibits are available for public review and where the 
public may access them. 

(c)  The time frame for appeals, if any. 

(d)  The name and contact information of the department representative to contact about 
reviewing the file. 

17.12.140 Appeals. 

Appeals shall occur pursuant to Chapter 36.70A or 36.70C RCW. 

17.12.150 Refund of fees. 

Refunds for applications subject to this chapter shall occur in accordance with the Lewis County 
schedule of fees established by local resolution on file with the board and codified under LCC Title 18. 

 
  



Commentary 

LCC 17.12, GROWTH MANAGEMENT PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROGRAM       Pg. 25 of 26 

17.12.170 
All state and federal laws must be met and if those rules are not met it could result in 
invalidation of amendments considered and adopted under this chapter. However, this 
chapter sets forth additional requirements beyond the state and federal rules. The 
additional requirements are intended to encourage public participation, clarify timelines 
and to provide clear approval criteria for considering amendments. As long as the intent 
of the local requirements is met and all state and federal requirements are met in full, 
then any errors related to this chapter shall not invalidate adopted amendments. 
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17.12.170 Errors not grounds for invalidation. 

Errors in exact compliance with this chapter, or specific public participation programs developed for 
specific amendments, shall not constitute grounds for invalidation of any comprehensive plan 
amendment, development regulation, or other legislation adopted under this chapter so long as the 
spirit of the procedures is observed, unless otherwise provided by state or federal law. 
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