
















September 6, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewis County Commissioners 
351 NW North St 
Chehalis, WA   98532 
 
Dear Sean Swope, Lindsey Pollock, and F. Lee Grose, 
 
We are writing you today to oppose the Westlund-Enbody UGA expansion.   
 
The first point we would like to make is that the City of Chehalis claims that in the year 2040 the 
population is projected to be 11,230 people.   The population of Chehalis in 1970 was approximately 
6,000 people.  In 2022, the population is 7475, which is actually down from 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 
2017, and 2016.  If in 52 years we have only increased 1475 people, how can it can possibly be 
predicted that there will be an increase of almost 4000 people in 18 years.  W.F West High School has 
been a AA school since my husband and I went there in the 70s.  It is still a AA school and has no plans 
of moving up to a different population bracket.  The growth estimates are completely unreasonable. 
 
Next we would like to point out that Chehalis as a whole has very little in the way of recreation that can 
be used by all ages in the community.  Taking away 9 holes of the golf course is not only taking 
recreation from adults, but from school age children and young adults.  We all know that children that 
are busy are less likely to get into trouble, and limiting their access to a recreational activity is not 
something that should even be entertained. 
 
The additional traffic that will be added to an already unacceptable situation is also to be seriously 
considered.  I-5 Exit 72 is overwhelmed most of the day.   Oftentimes the traffic is backed up all the 
way up the off-ramp and onto the freeway.  Also, we’ve learned that more businesses are being added 
there, which will make the matter worse.  To then pile on additional traffic from over 1000 new homes 
will make a huge problem an insurmountable one.   
 
We currently have people trespassing on our property that come over from the homes existing close to 
the Newaukum Valley Golf Course, leaving their garbage and clothes for us to pick up.  If these new 
homes are put in, there will be no way to protect our property and the problem will be compounded.   
 
My husband and I have driven around the city of Chehalis, and have noted many places that could be 
built on that aren’t right next to a river and won’t cause flooding or destruction of beautiful farmland.  
The farmland that is currently in question, and we believe is owned by the Rose family, has been 
farmed by a commercial farmer for many, many years, and shouldn’t be appropriated by the City of 
Chehalis, as is outlined in WAC 365-190-050.    
 
In short, UGA expansion should not occur by any river, should not cover productive farmland, and 
should not take away valuable recreation. 
 
Please vote NO to this Westland-Enbody expansion. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Paul and Dalene Olson 
282 Kirkland Rd 
Chehalis, WA   98532 
360-748-7873 
pdolson2@gmail.com 
 
 
 

















From: Suzy Rasmussen
To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: Ordinance 1337 Breen and Westlund-Enbody UGA expansion proposals
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 12:22:12 AM

To the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners:

I disapprove of the proposed Chehalis Breen UGA Amendment. Please reject.

The Newaukum River runs through its property. Traffic congestion and mitigating circumstances
have already changed. Increased future traffic thoroughfare, commerce, and public safety will be
significant.

Please preserve the Breen family property as a family farm for agricultural uses.
 
Sincerely,
Suzy Rasmussen
542 Newaukum Valley Road
Chehalis, WA 98532
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From: Ric P Rivera
To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: Chehalis Breen and Westlund-Enbody UGA Amendment proposals - Ordinance 1337
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 12:33:26 AM

To the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners:

Please reject the proposed Chehalis Breen UGA Amendment. The Breen property is in an immediate
floodplain area; the Newaukum River runs through the parcel. If approved, the UGA housing
development proposal will have associated impacts on the natural surroundings.

Please preserve the Breen family property as a family farm, more towards agricultural uses. We do
not want development to impact the Newaukum River that contributes to the Chehalis River Basin

In the July 26 meeting of the Planning Commission,  two commissioners stated that traffic impacts
are similar in both the Breen and Westlund-Enbody UGA expansion proposals. They did not
elaborate or have a comparative analysis to substantiate that claim. Current traffic concerns are not
identical in the Chehalis Breen UGA Amendment vs. the Westlund-Enbody UGA Amendment, nor
would future traffic impacts be less. Love's Truck Care truck stop has its share of issues on the west
side of exit 72. While the Wilson Oil/ Napavine Travel Plaza Truck Stop on the east side of Exit 72 is
not Love's Truck Care truck stop.

In contrast, the current traffic congestion impact, the east side of exit 72 does not have the west
side inbound and outbound traffic of a community like Napavine. Each proposal, if approved, will
have a broad set of mitigation processes. The Westlund-Enbody UGA Amendment is less so

Although, in the heavy rains of January 2022, flooded exit 72. The force of nature; when does St
Helens blow? Or when will the River overflow its banks?

 As for going higher ground eastward, the Westlund-Enbody UGA Amendment would seem a better
fit on a higher elevation and topography.

Sincerely,
Ric Rivera
542 Newaukum Valley Road
Chehalis, WA 98532
and  

4532 46th Ave S
Seattle, WA 98118
 
Friends - that reject the Chehalis Breen UGA Amendment. They do not live in the Chehalis area:
Becky Carlos
1609 S Union Ave Apt 304
Tacoma, WA 98405
 
William 'Bill' Allen
1609 S Union Ave Apt 306
Tacoma, WA 98405
              Bill knows the value of farming, growing up on a Yakima valley farm in the 30s and 40s and
driving products to Seattle's Pike's Market. Bill, my uncle, passed away on 10-29-2022 at age 95.
 
Dian Lord
305 Sumner Ave 
Sumner, WA 98390
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From: robert.smith@lumio.com
To: Preston Pinkston; Mindy Brooks
Cc: "Robert Smith"
Subject: opposition to Chehalis UGA expansion Breen and Westlund Enbody
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 6:54:21 PM
Attachments: chehalis estimate1.pdf

Chapter 3, page 5 current comprehensive plan (3).pdf

To Whom it may concern,
 
 
I oppose all City of Chehalis UGA expansion and in particular Breen and Westlund Enbody
because the basic assumptions behind the City of Chehalis' adopted allocation and the basis for
their adoption are not clearly defined and do not coincide with reality or current growth trends. 
The City of Chehalis' comprehensive plan which was adopted in 2017 specifies the "adopted
allocation" at a population which was 5% HIGHER than the OFM's HIGHEST population estimate for
the combined CITY AND UGA population.  At the time of adoption the OFM's highest estimate for
combined city and uga population was 10,670 yet the city arbitrarily adopted an allocation of 560
residents higher than the highest estimate.  I've spoken with the OFM and they state that they
recommend cities adopt the mid-tier estimates for their allocations as they have the highest
statistically likely outcome.  A mid-tier estimate would be around 10,200 residents which is 1000
residents lower than adopted.
 
The city of Chehalis adopted allocation is going to be revised over the next few months and based on
recent growth estimates the population is still consistently lower than the currently adopted
allocation.   
 
Despite the irregularities that exist in the adopted allocation the city and county have to use the
11,230 adopted allocation as a basis to determine need.  In light of this requirement I've attached
calculations that show the city and UGA current combined population is 9394 residents which means
11230 allocation less current 9394 populations shows the City has to plan for 1836 new residents
(again reality shows we have and will have 1,000 or so less residents than what we are putting on
paper).
 
If the city works to incorporate the 2020 census vacancies (247 vacant homes) into its planning
regime the calculations bear out that the city needs only 34.38 acres for single family development
and has a surplus of 10.35 acres for multifamily development.  It would make sense for the City to
work within its constraints and get creative to load shift and rezone some of the existing areas to
fulfill estimated growth needs.  Being that the city only needs 34.38 acres it doesn't stand to reason
why they are proposing to expand concurrently into Breen at 109.8 acres and Westlund Enbody at
247 acres for a total of 356.8 acres which is MORE THAN 10 TIMES WHAT IS NEEDED.   
 
This need is again based on an adopted allocation which is 5-10% higher than actual growth. Based
on current growth over the past 11 years, the 2040 population will be closer to 10,000 residents
which is more in line with reality and shows the need for UGA expansion doesn't exist except on
paper.
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Updated expansion needs estimate City of Chehalis & UGA for 2040
9394 2021 population Chehalis UGA and City (2020 census population OFM)


11230 2040 population ADOPTED ALLOCATION
1836 difference in population in current vs future resident growth 


746.3414634 housing stock needed @ 2.46 people average per household
247 2020 vacant homes (2020 census)


499.3414634 housing stock deficit less 2020 vancant homes
344.5456098 single family houses needed at stated city ratios of 69% distribution for 2040 allocation
154.7958537 multi family houses needed at stated city ratios of 31% distribution for 2040 allocation
86.13640244 acres needed at stated city ratios of 69% singlefamily 4/du per acre density
12.89965447 acres needed at stated city ratios of 31% multifamily 12/du per acre multi family density


51.75 stated city NET acreage already AVAILABLE for single family housing
23.25 stated city NET acreage aready AVAILABLE available for Multi family housing


34.38640244 New acreage needs single (available less needed)
-10.35034553 new acreage needs multifamily (avalable less needed


City NEEDS 34.38 acres to support future growth and has a surplus of 10.35 for multifamily.


Updated expansion needs estimate City of Chehalis & UGA for 2040 if they don't utilize vacant homes
9394 2021 population Chehalis UGA and City (2020 census population OFM)


11230 2040 population growth +5%
1836 difference in population in current vs future resident growth 


746.3414634 housing stock needed @ 2.46 people average per household
0 2020 vacant homes (2020 census)


746.3414634 housing stock deficit less 2020 vancant homes
514.9756098 single family houses needed at stated city ratios of 69% distribution for 2040 allocation
231.3658537 multi family houses needed at stated city ratios of 31% distribution for 2040 allocation
128.7439024 acres needed at stated city ratios of 69% singlefamily 4/du per acre density


19.2804878 acres needed at stated city ratios of 31% multifamily 12/du per acre multi family density
51.75 stated city NET acreage already AVAILABLE for single family housing
23.25 stated city NET acreage aready AVAILABLE available for Multi family housing


76.99390244 New acreage needs single (available less needed)
-3.969512195 new acreage needs multifamily (avalable less needed


City already has suprlus acreage to support future growth of multifamily  but will need an additional 76.99 acres to support single family growth 
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Chapter 3 page 5  


Each city must review the objectives and targets in its comprehensive plan, compared with what has 
happened in the intervening five years, and evaluate whether the plan and reality are consistent with 
each other. If they are not, the city must take reasonable measures to correct the problem. A review 
of the City of Chehalis’ 2009 amended comprehensive plan, compared with current events, shows 
that the city is experiencing difficulty in meeting two plan objectives: (1) accommodating its 
population target of 11,230 residents by the year 2025; and (2) providing jobs for the population 
target. Some of this is due to the overall economic downturn that began in 2008. Therefore these 
numbers have not changed for the projected future allocations. 


 
Population Trends 


 
 
 


    
2010 


      
2016 


   


   
City and 


  
City and 


 City UGA UGA City UGA UGA 
 Population Population Population Population Population Population 


Jurisdiction Census Estimate Estimate Census Estimate Estimate 
    


Centralia 16,336 3,398 16,670  16,820  3,499 20,319 
Chehalis 7,259 1,973 7,345  7,460  2,028  9,488 
Morton 1,126 246 1,125  1,120  245  1,365 
Mossyrock 759  91 760  745  89  834 
Napavine 1,766  27 1,790  1,870  29  1,899 
Pe Ell 632  12 635  640  12  652 
Toledo 725  29 725  720  29  749 
Vader 621 228 625  615  226  841 
Winlock 1,339 326 1,340  1,340  326  1,666 


 


 
2040 


 
Increase 


 
 
 
 
 
 


Jurisdiction 


  
UGA 


  
Increase 


 
Increase 
Based on 
Highest 
Rate of 
Growth - 
2016- 
2040 


 Population Population   Based on 
 Based on Based on Highest Increase Highest 


Adopted Highest Rate Highest Number Based on Growth- 
Allocation of Growth Growth Estimate Allocation 2010-2040 


     
Centralia 22,535 27,219 26,280 27,219 2801 7485 5961 
Chehalis 11,230 10,670 10,653 10,670 1998 1438 1165 
Morton 1,869 1,584 1,531 1,869 497 212 167 
Mossyrock 920 1112 1,035 1,112 70 262 200 
Napavine 3,063 4,952 4,279 4,952 1270 3159 2381 
Pe Ell 814 778 758 814 170 134 106 
Toledo 1,131 919 877 1,131 377 165 128 
Vader 885 1365 1,229 1,365 36 516 389 
Winlock 4,550 2,238 2,111 4,550 2885 573 445 
SOURCES: U.S. Census Bureau, Office of Financial Management and Lewis County updated February 2017 







 
 
Regards,
 
Robert Smith
Cell: 562-537-9363
347 Newaukum Valley Rd
Chehalis, WA  98532
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Chapter 3 page 5  
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of the City of Chehalis’ 2009 amended comprehensive plan, compared with current events, shows 
that the city is experiencing difficulty in meeting two plan objectives: (1) accommodating its 
population target of 11,230 residents by the year 2025; and (2) providing jobs for the population 
target. Some of this is due to the overall economic downturn that began in 2008. Therefore these 
numbers have not changed for the projected future allocations. 
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Updated expansion needs estimate City of Chehalis & UGA for 2040
9394 2021 population Chehalis UGA and City (2020 census population OFM)

11230 2040 population ADOPTED ALLOCATION
1836 difference in population in current vs future resident growth 

746.3414634 housing stock needed @ 2.46 people average per household
247 2020 vacant homes (2020 census)

499.3414634 housing stock deficit less 2020 vancant homes
344.5456098 single family houses needed at stated city ratios of 69% distribution for 2040 allocation
154.7958537 multi family houses needed at stated city ratios of 31% distribution for 2040 allocation
86.13640244 acres needed at stated city ratios of 69% singlefamily 4/du per acre density
12.89965447 acres needed at stated city ratios of 31% multifamily 12/du per acre multi family density

51.75 stated city NET acreage already AVAILABLE for single family housing
23.25 stated city NET acreage aready AVAILABLE available for Multi family housing

34.38640244 New acreage needs single (available less needed)
-10.35034553 new acreage needs multifamily (avalable less needed

City NEEDS 34.38 acres to support future growth and has a surplus of 10.35 for multifamily.

Updated expansion needs estimate City of Chehalis & UGA for 2040 if they don't utilize vacant homes
9394 2021 population Chehalis UGA and City (2020 census population OFM)

11230 2040 population growth +5%
1836 difference in population in current vs future resident growth 

746.3414634 housing stock needed @ 2.46 people average per household
0 2020 vacant homes (2020 census)

746.3414634 housing stock deficit less 2020 vancant homes
514.9756098 single family houses needed at stated city ratios of 69% distribution for 2040 allocation
231.3658537 multi family houses needed at stated city ratios of 31% distribution for 2040 allocation
128.7439024 acres needed at stated city ratios of 69% singlefamily 4/du per acre density

19.2804878 acres needed at stated city ratios of 31% multifamily 12/du per acre multi family density
51.75 stated city NET acreage already AVAILABLE for single family housing
23.25 stated city NET acreage aready AVAILABLE available for Multi family housing

76.99390244 New acreage needs single (available less needed)
-3.969512195 new acreage needs multifamily (avalable less needed

City already has suprlus acreage to support future growth of multifamily  but will need an additional 76.99 acres to support single family growth 



Subject: Opposition letter to the Chehalis Breen UGA expansion  

To Whom it May Concern, 

 

I could write this letter one hundred different ways from one hundred different perspectives. From the 

bald eagles and blue herons, hawks, deer, squirrels, raccoons, lampreys, salmon and countless other 

wildlife who call this land their home. From the family being torn apart from the middle, grieving the 

passing of their beloved mother and grandmother Virginia Breen, while fighting to keep her wishes to 

keep this land family land and farmland. From the neighbors many of whom including myself, moved 

to Lewis County to attempt to escape the ever-widening destruction of developers. From the farmers and 

farmers’ children who can no longer afford to farm full time and now cannot even afford farmland at all. 

From the citizens who feel powerless to shape their own town. And from the very trees, grasses, rivers 

and the soils, begging us to recognize their gifts and their value. 

 So, I write it from all those perspectives and on behalf of all the above-mentioned parties, and 

in the spirit of personal responsibility to stand up and be not only grateful for the beautiful county in 

which we live, but to commit here and now to caring for it and preserving a way of life quickly dying in 

our country. A way of life many seem to think is antiquated and outdated. A way of life people feel 

would be a good trade to be a stone’s throw away from not a river but a Target, a Fred Meyer, a Chick-

fil-A, or one of many countless corporations just waiting for us to heed their shiny call and trade all we 

have, trade our food security, our peace, our local access to rivers and open land so that we are forced to 

buy it back packaged and trucked in from the corporate supply chain. So that we one day forget we were 

sovereign. Free to dictate our own lives and futures and not slaves to our tiny backyards and the 

corporations, pollution, and traffic that will someday surround us, if we do not take our power and our 

responsibility to shape these things purposefully and personally. 



I come from the land of abundance.  Not an abundance of nature nor of natural resources, but of 

Starbucks, Taco Bell, McDonald’s, and corporate owned grocery stores on every corner. You can buy a 

hundred different types of burgers, but not one of the cows your burger is made from is able to be raised 

locally. Not one of the fruits or vegetables you find in the store is gown within one hundred miles of that 

store. It is the land of supply chains, the land of corporations, and developers. It is a land that once had 

rivers running through it and now has concrete waterslides to the ocean. That’s right.  The land where 

the people channelized their rivers, literally pouring concrete into them from their headwaters down to 

the mouths where they meet the ocean, eliminating all floodplains and natural lands with them (see 

figures 1 and 2). They carved it all up, and they sold it all off, and it is now a drought-ridden land full of 

traffic, trash, crime, pollution, and over population. When viewed from above, it is like a scar upon the 

earth and a shrine to what happens when we worship money and forget the value of community, family, 

and nature itself. Even the so-called preserves they made are a joke, as some have been surrounded by 

oil fields, (see figure 3) and the rest by pollution, and endless housing tracks.  

 

Figure 1 Up-close view of the Santa Ana River taken from Google maps 



 

Figure 2 Southern California, Santa Ana River concrete channels and population density taken from Google maps 

 

Figure 3 Bolsa Chica Wetlands Setback surrounded by oilfields taken from Google maps 



In many places in Southern California, the freeways are eighteen lanes wide, nine on either side 

and still packed to the brim with traffic, such that you shutter when you are forced to take them, limit all 

travel if possible, and move at a whopping speed of five miles per hour, as it takes you eons to reach 

your intended destination. The only “open space” left is planned parks and the over-crowded beaches. 

Almost eight years ago now, my husband and I ran from this. We left our entire family behind, left our 

sunny weather and our friends, hoping against hope that we could find something different, something 

better for our children.  My husband took an almost fifty-percent pay cut, and I left my job as a Special 

Education teacher, so that we could escape the constant traffic, overdevelopment, crime, and pollution. 

When we got to Washington, we were amazed. Amazed that one could breathe, could relax, could 

stretch out, could find beauty and nature all around, could find community and people who did not view 

other people simply as objects in their way. Yet not two years later we found our new home in 

Vancouver, WA beginning to be carved up. We watched developers swallow up much of the beautiful 

land in Camas and destroy countless family farms, replacing them with endless housing tracks, traffic, 

and crime. We watched them tout the progress of developing the riverside and proceed to create high-

rise living all along it. We watched as they even turned the small bit of forest land between our peaceful 

housing track and the track next to us into yet another housing track, cramming in all the homes they 

could fit with smaller and smaller lot sizes and destroying all that was left of the peace and open land in 

the process. When we drive down there today, just five years later, we barley recognize the place. The 

developers came for it and they made their mark and they will not stop until they have swallowed up 

Washougal, Salmon Creek, LaCenter, Battle Ground, and Ridgefield.  Until they have moved on to 

Woodland and worked their way up past Longview.  Until they are right at our very backdoor. If they 

have their way, they will work down form Olympia and up from Vancouver until there is nothing left 

and they will do it faster than you think, if left unchecked and even faster if enabled by commissioners 



such as yourselves. Don’t believe me. Take a look at Southern California (see figure 4). Much of this 

land was farmland just fifty years ago. It started small in the 70’s and then ballooned out of control and 

by the 80’s, just ten years after they began in earnest, it had almost all been carved up and paved over. 

All in the name of population growth.  All in the name of an easy buck to be had. And it will never, 

never be returned to what it was. It will forevermore be a drought-filled monument to “progress” and 

development for developments sake. 

 

Figure 4 Los Angeles and Orange County, CA take from Google maps 

When we saw what happening to our new home we began to look farther out. Even though we 

had new friends and new community we knew that if we stayed, we would find ourselves in a recreated 

Washington version of Southern California. When we found our piece of land off of the Newaukum river 

here in Chehalis, we almost did not buy it for fear it was too good to be true. Could we really be privileged 

enough to buy affordable farmland on a river? My husband and I lost sleep over questioning how and 

why this property was on the market, and how we could be so very lucky to have found it. We thanked 



God that we had found a piece of land that flooded. I know that sounds silly to many who have seen the 

devastation of the ever-increasing flooding in this area, but we knew the over one-hundred-year-old 

house did not flood, and we thought that being in a floodplain would hopefully insulate us and we would 

finally be safe from developers. But our peace only lasted a few short years. It seems the developers 

have found us again.  And the city, with dollar signs in their eyes, is singing the praises of “setbacks,” 

and building “model communities” around the river, and of reclassifying the farmland to multi-family 

housing land, of filling in the floodplains and selling it off to the highest bidder.  

Does all this sound familiar? Does it spark something in you? An anger from long ago? An 

outrage you felt as a child, when you read or listened to the simple yet incredibly complex lessons in the 

story of The Lorax? As children, we felt outraged when they cut down every last Truffula tree. When 

progress turned their oasis into a wasteland. Perhaps it was easier to understand the logic of this story 

back then, when we were purer and uncorrupted by power or money? How unending growth left 

unchecked makes losers of us all.  Perhaps we all had a natural moral compass back then? One we were 

born with; placed in us by God to guide our lives and protect our families, communities, and his 

irreplaceable creation of the very land itself.  As we grow, many of us allow that moral compass to 

become “shifty,” whether consciously or unconsciously.  Once we no longer know where true north is, 

once we redefine it as it best suits us and the situations at hand, we lose an important and indeed 

invaluable piece of ourselves. We channelize the river from our hearts and our compassion and integrity 

flow out of us, diluting into an ocean of thoughtless decisions that can come to define our lives, if we 

are not careful.  

On the surface we understand we need to eat, breath, and thrive, yet we have disconnected 

ourselves from the source of these things. We find it easier and easier to distract ourselves and to stand 

quietly by while the land around us is swallowed up, even to ignore the daily destruction of the rain 



forest, as it’s carved up and replaced with palm trees so we can harvest that cheapest of oils now used to 

make our processed snack goods. Many of us want to care, but have allowed ourselves to become cynical 

and in doing so have killed our hope and our understanding that we are not powerless to act. Today I ask 

you to renew your hope and ours, by standing up for families, for farmers and farmland, for the value 

and importance of open space, and for our very community itself.  I am The Lorax, and I speak for the 

trees.  Today I ask you to do the same. To take personal responsibility for the incredibly powerful 

position in which you find yourselves.  

 How many of these developments have you passed without giving them a second thought, 

without considering their cumulative impact? Will you recognize your town in ten years, if you continue 

on this route? Will you yourself complain about the traffic you are forced to sit in? Will you move, 

stating that “Chehalis and Lewis County have changed!” Will you take responsibility for how you 

enabled those changes? What will you say to my children and the other farmers’ children when it comes 

time for them to continue their family values and purchase their own land to tend, but there is none left? 

As you make your decision, I ask and those that I write this letter on behalf of ask, that you please 

take your responsibility very seriously. You have an incredible ability to develop our beautiful city with 

thought and careful planning, where our culture and open space can be preserved. I ask you to please 

remember that our land is not just a thing to be purchased, classified, and “improved.” It is a living 

breathing member of our community. One that provides us with a place to nurture and sustain our bodies 

through the production of food and oxygen and also the ability to simply clear our minds, be at peace, 

and reprioritize with a quiet moment spent by the riverbank. It is a part of the culture of Lewis County, 

and I ask you to think carefully before you give permission to carve up and forever alter that culture. 

You have one of the most important jobs in our county. You will determine the history and culture of 

our land. You will decide if we become just another carved up suburb of Olympia, or we remain one of 



the few places in the country where farming and people are more important than filling the pockets of 

those who travel all over carving up communities for their personal gain.   

Thank you for your time. Thank you for your consideration. Thank you for serving in your 

position, and thank you for respecting the incredible power and responsibility you have been entrusted 

with to shape the land and the future of my family and indeed all the families in Lewis County.  You are 

a steward of the land and the people and they are counting on you to serve with honor and integrity. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stacy Smith 
347 Newaukum Valley Road 
Chehalis, WA 98532 
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Subject: Opposition letter to the Westlund Enbody UGA expansion  

To Whom it May Concern, 

 

I could write this letter one hundred different ways from one hundred different perspectives. 

From the bald eagles and blue herons, hawks, deer, squirrels, raccoons, lampreys, salmon and countless 

other wildlife who call this land their home.  From the neighbors many of whom including myself, moved 

to Lewis County to attempt to escape the ever-widening destruction of developers. From the farmers and 

farmers’ children watching all the open spaces around them be swallowed up high-density housing.  

From the citizens who feel powerless to shape their own town. And from the very trees, grasses, rivers 

and the soils, begging us to recognize their gifts and their value.  

 So, I write it from all those perspectives and on behalf of all the above-mentioned parties, and 

in the spirit of personal responsibility to stand up and be not only grateful for the beautiful county in 

which we live, but to commit here and now to caring for it and preserving a way of life quickly dying in 

our country. A way of life many seem to think is antiquated and outdated. A way of life people feel 

would be a good trade to be a stone’s throw away from not a river but a Target, a Fred Meyer, a Chick-

fil-A, or one of many countless corporations just waiting for us to heed their shiny call and trade all we 

have, trade our food security, our peace, our local access to rivers and open land so that we are forced to 

buy it back packaged and trucked in from the corporate supply chain. So that we one day forget we were 

sovereign. Free to dictate our own lives and futures and not slaves to our tiny backyards and the 

corporations, pollution, and traffic that will someday surround us, if we do not take our power and our 

responsibility to shape these things purposefully and personally. 

I come from the land of abundance.  Not an abundance of nature nor of natural resources, but of 

Starbucks, Taco Bell, McDonald’s, and corporate owned grocery stores on every corner. You can buy a 



hundred different types of burgers, but not one of the cows your burger is made from is able to be raised 

locally. Not one of the fruits or vegetables you find in the store is gown within one hundred miles of that 

store. It is the land of supply chains, the land of corporations, and developers. It is a land that once had 

rivers running through it and now has concrete waterslides to the ocean. That’s right.  The land where 

the people channelized their rivers, literally pouring concrete into them from their headwaters down to 

the mouths where they meet the ocean, eliminating all floodplains and natural lands with them (see 

figures 1 and 2). They carved it all up, and they sold it all off, and it is now a drought-ridden land full of 

traffic, trash, crime, pollution, and over population. When viewed from above, it is like a scar upon the 

earth and a shrine to what happens when we worship money and forget the value of community, family, 

and nature itself. Even the so-called preserves they made are a joke, as some have been surrounded by 

oil fields, (see figure 3) and the rest by pollution, and endless housing tracks.  

 

Figure 1 Up-close view of the Santa Ana River taken from Google maps 



 

Figure 2 Southern California, Santa Ana River concrete channels and population density taken from Google maps 

 

Figure 3 Bolsa Chica Wetlands Setback surrounded by oilfields taken from Google maps 



In many places in Southern California, the freeways are eighteen lanes wide, nine on either side 

and still packed to the brim with traffic, such that you shutter when you are forced to take them, limit all 

travel if possible, and move at a whopping speed of five miles per hour, as it takes you eons to reach 

your intended destination. The only “open space” left is planned parks and the over-crowded beaches. 

Almost eight years ago now, my husband and I ran from this. We left our entire family behind, left our 

sunny weather and our friends, hoping against hope that we could find something different, something 

better for our children.  My husband took an almost fifty-percent pay cut, and I left my job as a Special 

Education teacher, so that we could escape the constant traffic, overdevelopment, crime, and pollution. 

When we got to Washington, we were amazed. Amazed that one could breathe, could relax, could 

stretch out, could find beauty and nature all around, could find community and people who did not view 

other people simply as objects in their way. Yet not two years later we found our new home in 

Vancouver, WA beginning to be carved up. We watched developers swallow up much of the beautiful 

land in Camas and destroy countless family farms, replacing them with endless housing tracks, traffic, 

and crime. We watched them tout the progress of developing the riverside and proceed to create high-

rise living all along it. We watched as they even turned the small bit of forest land between our peaceful 

housing track and the track next to us into yet another housing track, cramming in all the homes they 

could fit with smaller and smaller lot sizes and destroying all that was left of the peace and open land in 

the process. When we drive down there today, just five years later, we barley recognize the place. The 

developers came for it and they made their mark and they will not stop until they have swallowed up 

Washougal, Salmon Creek, LaCenter, Battle Ground, and Ridgefield.  Until they have moved on to 

Woodland and worked their way up past Longview.  Until they are right at our very backdoor. If they 

have their way, they will work down form Olympia and up from Vancouver until there is nothing left 

and they will do it faster than you think, if left unchecked and even faster if enabled by commissioners 



such as yourselves. Don’t believe me. Take a look at Southern California (see figure 4). Much of this 

land was farmland just fifty years ago. It started small in the 70’s and then ballooned out of control and 

by the 80’s, just ten years after they began in earnest, it had almost all been carved up and paved over. 

All in the name of population growth.  All in the name of an easy buck to be had. And it will never, 

never be returned to what it was. It will forevermore be a drought-filled monument to “progress” and 

development for developments sake. 

 

Figure 4 Los Angeles and Orange County, CA take from Google maps 

When we saw what happening to our new home we began to look farther out. Even though we 

had new friends and new community we knew that if we stayed, we would find ourselves in a recreated 

Washington version of Southern California. When we found our piece of land off of the Newaukum river 

here in Chehalis, we almost did not buy it for fear it was too good to be true. Could we really be privileged 

enough to buy affordable farmland on a river? My husband and I lost sleep over questioning how and 

why this property was on the market, and how we could be so very lucky to have found it. We thanked 



God that we had found a piece of land that flooded. I know that sounds silly to many who have seen the 

devastation of the ever-increasing flooding in this area, but we knew the over one-hundred-year-old 

house did not flood, and we thought that being in a floodplain would hopefully insulate us and we would 

finally be safe from developers. But our peace only lasted a few short years. It seems the developers 

have found us again.  And the city, with dollar signs in their eyes, is singing the praises of “setbacks,” 

and building “model communities” around the river, and of reclassifying the farmland to multi-family 

housing land, of filling in the floodplains and selling it off to the highest bidder.  

Does all this sound familiar? Does it spark something in you? An anger from long ago? An 

outrage you felt as a child, when you read or listened to the simple yet incredibly complex lessons in the 

story of The Lorax? As children, we felt outraged when they cut down every last Truffula tree. When 

progress turned their oasis into a wasteland. Perhaps it was easier to understand the logic of this story 

back then, when we were purer and uncorrupted by power or money? How unending growth left 

unchecked makes losers of us all.  Perhaps we all had a natural moral compass back then? One we were 

born with; placed in us by God to guide our lives and protect our families, communities, and his 

irreplaceable creation of the very land itself.  As we grow, many of us allow that moral compass to 

become “shifty,” whether consciously or unconsciously.  Once we no longer know where true north is, 

once we redefine it as it best suits us and the situations at hand, we lose an important and indeed 

invaluable piece of ourselves. We channelize the river from our hearts and our compassion and integrity 

flow out of us, diluting into an ocean of thoughtless decisions that can come to define our lives, if we 

are not careful.  

On the surface we understand we need to eat, breath, and thrive, yet we have disconnected 

ourselves from the source of these things. We find it easier and easier to distract ourselves and to stand 

quietly by while the land around us is swallowed up, even to ignore the daily destruction of the rain 



forest, as it’s carved up and replaced with palm trees so we can harvest that cheapest of oils now used to 

make our processed snack goods. Many of us want to care, but have allowed ourselves to become cynical 

and in doing so have killed our hope and our understanding that we are not powerless to act. Today I ask 

you to renew your hope and ours, by standing up for families, for farmers and farmland, for the value 

and importance of open space, and for our very community itself.  I am The Lorax, and I speak for the 

trees.  Today I ask you to do the same. To take personal responsibility for the incredibly powerful 

position in which you find yourselves.  

 How many of these developments have you passed without giving them a second thought, 

without considering their cumulative impact? Will you recognize your town in ten years, if you continue 

on this route? Will you yourself complain about the traffic you are forced to sit in? Will you move, 

stating that “Chehalis and Lewis County have changed!” Will you take responsibility for how you 

enabled those changes? What will you say to my children and the other farmers’ children when it comes 

time for them to continue their family values and purchase their own land to tend, but there is none left? 

As you make your decision, I ask and those that I write this letter on behalf of ask, that you please 

take your responsibility very seriously. You have an incredible ability to develop our beautiful city with 

thought and careful planning, where our culture and open space can be preserved. I ask you to please 

remember that our land is not just a thing to be purchased, classified, and “improved.” It is a living 

breathing member of our community. One that provides us with a place to nurture and sustain our bodies 

through the production of food and oxygen and also the ability to simply clear our minds, be at peace, 

and reprioritize with a quiet moment spent by the riverbank. It is a part of the culture of Lewis County, 

and I ask you to think carefully before you give permission to carve up and forever alter that culture. 

You have one of the most important jobs in our county. You will determine the history and culture of 

our land. You will decide if we become just another carved up suburb of Olympia, or we remain one of 



the few places in the country where farming and people are more important than filling the pockets of 

those who travel all over carving up communities for their personal gain.   

Thank you for your time. Thank you for your consideration. Thank you for serving in your 

position, and thank you for respecting the incredible power and responsibility you have been entrusted 

with to shape the land and the future of my family and indeed all the families in Lewis County.  You are 

a steward of the land and the people and they are counting on you to serve with honor and integrity. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stacy Smith 
347 Newaukum Valley Road 
Chehalis, WA 98532 
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From: Stacy Smith
To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: Re: Opposition letter to the Westlund Enbody Expansion
Date: Friday, November 4, 2022 11:36:42 AM

Please include the email, as well. And thank you so much for asking.

 Sincerely,
 Stacy Smith

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 4, 2022, at 11:16 AM, Mindy Brooks
<Mindy.Brooks@lewiscountywa.gov> wrote:

﻿
Received.
 
Do you want the body of your email to also be included as testimony or only the letter?
 
Mindy
 

From: Stacy Smith <writergirlca@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 4, 2022 10:18 AM
To: Mindy Brooks <Mindy.Brooks@lewiscountywa.gov>
Subject: Opposition letter to the Westlund Enbody Expansion
 
﻿
Dear Ms. Brooks,
 
Please find my attached letter in opposition to the Westlund Enbody expansion.
While it is a similar letter to my Breen letter, these issues run deep and the content
is just as valid. It concerns the shaping of our town and the future of the culture
and way of life in all of Lewis County.
 
While the Breen expansion is closer and more personal, giving developers carte
blanche to tear up hundreds of acres on the river just in a slightly farther away
location feels just as wrong and will add just as much, if not more, traffic, density,
and pollution.
 
 These two expansions have opened my eyes to what is currently going in in our
county, and as an individual who grew up in the burden of high-density living,
over-development, and over-population, I fear if I do not speak out and urge the
commissioners to pay attention to what they would be doing by passing these
expansions, we will all find ourselves living in a place we no longer recognize. 
 
I can try to keep running and insulting myself and my children from developers,

mailto:writergirlca@aol.com
mailto:Mindy.Brooks@lewiscountywa.gov


or I can stand up and attempt to open the eyes of the people who still have a
chance to save what they have and to help them understand what they are really
trading for high-density living and closer access to big business. 
 
Thank you,
 
Stacy Smith
347 Newaukum Valley Road 
Chehalis, WA 98532
Sent from my iPhone

External Email - Remember to think before you click!

This message may contain links with malware, viruses, etc. Please
ensure the message is legitimate before opening it.

 







From: Baker, Jenny
To: Mindy Brooks
Cc: bakerkodie
Subject: Letter for UGA - Breen Property
Date: Friday, November 4, 2022 2:05:57 PM

Mindy – please include this in the public comments for the Breen UGA for the
commissioner’s review.
 
Thank you,
Jenny
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: MADELYN BAKER <bakermadi1@aol.com>
Date: 11/4/22 1:55 PM (GMT-08:00)
To: bakerkodie <bakerkodie@aol.com>
Subject: Letter for UGA - Breen Property
 

Letter for UGA - Breen Property
 
Dear Lewis County Board of County Commissioners,
 
Hello, my name is Madelyn Baker I live at 592 Newaukum Valley Road Chehalis. 
 
I am extremely proud to say I am Virginia Breen’s great granddaughter.
 
 I oppose placing this property into Urban Growth.
 
My concern today may not fit with your exact criteria for deciding on this property/Home but I feel
what I have to share is a important fact when making your decision. Yes my concerns include the
flooding, traffic, and the environment but also the hopes of Virginia Breen and her wishes. I feel I can
personally speak of my Grandma's views and concerns on this proposal.
 
 We need to as humans and a community be able to respect and honor peoples values, wishes and
legacy’s after they have passed. My grandma loved her home and everything it represented, her face
would light up at the chance to tell us a story about living on the property, the joys she had
witnessed and been part of, the family loved and lost, and all else that came with it!  
 
She would strongly oppose this proposal. 
 
My grandma passed away in her beloved home  at 104 years old. 

mailto:Jennifer.Baker@providence.org
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Unfortunately her estate was being managed by people from outside the family while she was alive
and still to this day since her passing and I find it really conicidental we are here now with this
proposal soon after her passing… when she couldn’t be here to fight or oppose it. It was proposed at
a perfect time for someone to take advantage of a situation and benefit themselves. The family
hasn’t even decided the fate of the property yet. If this was something my grandma had wanted and
had expressed to her estate manager it could have been done the years she was still alive and able
to speak for herself, but it wasn’t. Frankly, because it was not what she wanted and would never
want. 
 
My grandma fought hard against urban growth and I know she would be up here with me today
fighting if she could. 
 
I truly hope you all are able to take this into consideration and are able to value and respect a
wonderful woman’s life and legacy.
 
Thank you
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

This message is intended for the sole use of the addressee, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the addressee you are hereby notified that you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute to
anyone the message or any information contained in the message. If you have received this message in error, please immediately advise
the sender by reply email and delete this message.
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From: bll@sipnsearch.com
To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: Comments on Breen and Westlund/Enbody projects
Date: Friday, November 4, 2022 3:58:31 PM

I feel it is crazy to think about putting housing developments on these two parcels – Breen
more so than Westlund/Enbody. Although I firmly support a private landowners right to do
what they would like with their property, I don’t believe it should be allowed to have a
negative impact on the neighboring properties. With my history of almost 60 years of living
and working along the Chehalis River, and having been a member of the Flood Authority, I
don’t believe this development would not have impacts on landowners booth upstream and
downstream from these site. Also the impact of traffic from that many houses in an area
where traffic flow is already hazardous enough just doesn’t make sense.
 
Thank you for considering my last minute comments.
 
Sincerely,
Julie Balmelli-Powe

External Email - Remember to think before you click!

This message may contain links with malware, viruses, etc. Please ensure
the message is legitimate before opening it.
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